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God has instituted such relations in the great human family that no nation 
which is purely agricultural, and lives for itselfalone, can become permanent- 
ly prosperous and powerful, He has made the commercial element essential - 
to its prosperity. History shows that every great movement for the elevation 
of man has commenced not in the centre of continents and extended outward, 
but on the sea coast and extended inward. The first lights of European 
civilization were kindled on the three great peninsulas, which indent the 
Northern shores of the Mediterranean, and for 2000 years the commercial 
ports of that sea where the centre of the world’s civilization. While the land 
has fed and sheltered mankind, the sea has civilized and regulated them. The 
sea has ever been pacific in principle and policy; and whenever swept by 
storms of war, those storms have generally gathered in the interior. The 
laws which regulate international justice and humanity are the offspring of 
maritime commerce. Art-and science and civilization have flourished as the 
spirit of commerce has been free to range the ocean, It is a significant fact 
at the present time that two-thirds of the World’s commerce is in the hands 
ofthe Anglo-Saxon race and is the most potent agency known to human gov- 
ernments, 

Hence the legitimate and commanding inference, that whatever tends to 
purify the principles and practice, and elevate the agents of commerce is of 
the highest importance to the whole human family. That the purification of 
the great fountain of power—the conversion of the abundance of the sea—for 
the sake of its own millions of men, and for the sake of the other millions over 
which it has influence, isa work worthy of the ablest minds, and the best 
hearts. 

This is the work to which the American Seamen’s Friend Society is pledged, 
and in which it has labored a quarter of a century. The Directors who have 
fostered this enterprize from the beginning as well as those who from time to 
time have joined them in counsel and effort, cannot but express their grateful 
acknowledgements to Him who has crowned their labors with such signal) 
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success. During this time, vantage ‘ground has been gained; foundations 


rae laid and consolidated ; a general confidence in the practicability of 


the work and its ultimate success has been secured, while the moral phenom- 
ena of the sea have ranked among the most striking wonders of the present 
‘age. 


A history of the past year embraces the Society’s labors at home and abroad. 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 


A glance at these shows that instead of attempting to illuminate the sea by 
one great central light, its policy isto multiply and scatter them as God lights 
up the evening sky; and keep them burning on every dark and dangerous 
coast and island till ‘he sun of righteousness shall enlighten every land and 
sea. 

SANDWICH ISLANDS: 


HONOLULU.—Rev. 8. C. Damon, Chaplain. 


Allusion was made in the last report to Mr, Damon’s visit to the United 
States. On the 11th of February last year, after a short and pleasant pas- 
sage of two months from New York, he returned to his station to mark the 
favorable changes which had taken place in his absence, and to recommence 
his labors with new vigor. The cause of education and temperance had re- 
ceived a new impulse; the Sabbath-school and attendance on public worship 
had been well sustained ; while measures had been taken to organize a new 
religions society, composed of foreign residents, to be under the pasioral care 
of the Rev. T. E. Taylor, who had ministered in the Seamen’s Chapel 
during his absence. Under date of August and December last Mr. Damon 
writes: “ The number of ships and seamen have exceeded that of any previous 
year. My duties as Chaplain have never been more onerous. I have issued 
the Friend semi-monthly, and our weekly meetings have been more frequent ; 
besides the number of visitors at my study has been sucn as to occupy no 
small proportion of my time.” Ava‘n he says, “ We have other indications 
that the spirit’s influence is feltamong us. Our last communion at the Bethel 
was the most interesting that Iever attended. Some united by profession 
and others by letter.” Mr. Damon is availing himself of all the facilities within 
his reach of scattering a religious literature over the Pacific, and speaks of 
the Mission Stations just commenced in Micronesia, as “emphatically two 
new Seamen’s Chaplaincies.” Says another Chaplain ata later date: “ While 


at Honolulu, [ had the pleasure of meeting some of the officers and men of 


the ‘ Helen Augusta.’ "The good work of the spirit, it appeared, had continued 
on board of that ship during their last cruise, and several had been hopefully 
‘converted. In Brother Damon’s study, we had a very interesting interview 
with three uf these young men. Young L. in particular I would mention, as 
he had been peculiarly active among his shipmates, and a prominent instru- 
ment in the work of grace among them. On the Sabbath before my depar- 
ture four of these young men were baptised, and admitted to the Bethel 
Church. So it is not in vain that mothers pray at home, or ministers labor 
abroad for the conversion of the wanderers.” 

The number of whale ships in Honolulu the last season was 200; in 
Lahaina 102, and in Hilo 38; total 339, valued at $11,000,000, and with car- 
goes valued at eight and a half mil.ions. The Ladies in Honoluln have 
recently, with a most commendable spirit, raised upwards of $2,000 for the 
relief of sick Foreign sailors who have been employed in American ships, and 
for whom the U. 8. Government makes no provision. 


LAHAINA.—Rev, Ss. B, Bisnop, Chaplain. 


On the 24th of June last Mr, Bishop with his, wife, sailed from New York 
in the ship Defiance, Capt. McCerren, to take charge of the Chaplaincy at 
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this station, vacated by the honorable release of Mr. ¢ ylor, with a view to his 
acceptance of a pastoral charge at Honolulu. Advices of their safe arrival at 


Lahaina, on the 8th of February, have been received. and also of the great 
necessity and desire for their labors in a port visited by more than 40 whale- 
ships in the month of October last ; and where they may expect to gather 
miny gems from the ocean to adorn the crown of the Redeemer. Their 
social and religious influence during the passage out will be long and grate~ 
fully remembered by the seamen. 


HILO.—Rev. Tirus Coan, Missionary of the American Board. 


This faithful Missionary continues the ministrations of the gospel to seamen 
who visit Hilo for supplies. In years past, numbers have been reported as 
spiritually benefitted here, and we doubt not the last day will reveal many 
more. 


~ PACIFIC COAST. 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


Tt was announced in the last report that the Rev. E. Corwin, commissioned’ 
to this station, found on his arrival the ground well occupied by the Rev. Mr. 
Taylor, Just at that time an important field for his ministerial and pastoral 
labors was opened at San Jose, and the index of duty pointed in that direction; 
Accordingly he asked and received an honorable discharge from the American: 
Seamen’s Friend Society ; and while the Board of Directors regretted the un- 
expected and unintentional thwarting of their plans, they rejoiced that they 
had been instrumental in adding another to the faithful band of Ministers who 
are laying the moral foundations of future generations in the land of gold, and’ 
that meanwhile the gospel is preached to Seamen there by an able, and effi~ 
cient Chaplain. 

PANAMA.—Rey. J. Rowetr, Chaplain. 

The labors of a Chaplain at this station are divided between the sailors in: 
port and at the Island Taboga ten miles distant; the sick sailors in the Hospi- 
tal, and about one thousand foreign residents who speak the English language. 
Of his ocean field Mr. Rowell says, * There are now in this port about sixty, 
vessels of all kinds, some of them fine clipper ships of.the largest size, perhaps. 
one-half of them manned by sailors who speak the Enolish langnage. But 
when the Railroad is completed, and trade has had time to centre here, I see- 
not how Panama can fail to be a city thronged with Sailors.” 


The importance of his labors in this chief city of New Grenada, in this 


thoroughfare of the nations, is enhanced by the two fold consideration that, 
the government has recently broken the power of Papal exclusiveness, and he 


is the only Protestant Minister to preach deliverance to the captives, and pro~ ' 


claim the acceptable year of the Lord: 

During the year he has had occasion tobe absent a few weeks, and return 
with a wife. The cordiality of their reception, and the generosity manifested: 
in providing for their comfort, sufficiently indicate the citizen’s, estimate of their: 

“ Jabors in that important field, 
CALLAO. 


This is the port of Lima the Capital of Peru. Its present population is- 
about 15,000, and is fast increasing. ‘The number of vessels which entered 
this port last year, was 825, measuring 249,550 tons, and inanned by 13,023 
Seamen. Ninety-three of these were British ai.d U. States’ vessels. A Bos- 
{on merchant now on the ground and expecting to reside there, in making an 
appeal to the American Seamen’s Friend Society for a Chaplain, under date of 
Lima, Feb. 19th 1853, says, “ That ships here will increase, there is no doubt, 
for Guano is daily increasing in use, and that mostly in England and the U. 
States. One thing is certain that we aud England are bound’to look after our 
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poor Sailors, and stray subjects in this country, where the associations with 
the nahges are perhaps beneficial to nzither party.” The subject of establish- 
ing a chaplaincy there, is under consideration. Its midway position between 
Valparaiso and Panama, as also its being a great and effectual door opened 


for the introduction of a spiritual christianity into Peru, enhances its importance. 
VALPARAISO.—Rev. Davin TrumBvutt, Chaplain. 


Like other South American ports, our chaplain finds this a difficult field to 
cultivate, owing chiefly to the multiplied temptations which beset seamen go- 
ing on shore. Yet he continues his important services in preaching the gos- 

el, visiting the sick in the Hospital, and in disseminating a religious literature. 
fic speaks particularly of the increase of pious masters, officers and sailors, 
both in the naval and merchant service. Mr. Trumbull also represents the 
American Christian Union. 


BRAZIL. 
RIO DE JANEIRO.—Rev. J. C. Frercuer, Chaplain. 


What the prominent ports’ of the Pacific are, as avenues for the introduction 
of the gospel along the 8000 miles of that coast, Rio de Janeiro is to the three 
and a half millions of souls in Brazil. In this city, the third in population 
on the American continent, the Rev. Mr. Fletcher labors under a joint com- 
mission from the Christian Union and the Seamen’s Friend Society. At times 
there are not less than fifty American vessels in port. During the last year the 
yellow fever has been fearfully fatal. ‘“ Dear Brethren,” says the Chaplain, 
“J am now daily in the midst of scenes that would make your hearts sad. 
Some ships have had half of their crews taken away ; of other crews, nearly 
all now sleep the sleep which knows no awakening.” ‘To the sick and dying 
as well as to the last offices of kindness for the dead, the Chaplain has devo- 
ted his most assiduous attentions. Many Seamen who have survived, as 
well as the friends of many of the deceased will long remember his acts of 
mercy : and doubtless many who shall sing and shine in glory, will recognize 
his instrumentality in directing them to Christ. From the Brazilian officers as 
well as from those of our own government, and from citizens and foreign resi- 
dents, Mr. Fletcher has received the most kind attentions. Whether he preaches 
the gospel on shipboard or on shore, his message is gladly received, and sev- 
eral are giving pleasing evidence that the gospel is to them the power of God 
unto salvation. Under date of January 1st, he says, “My services are now 
quite well attended, and Captains are beginning to take a great interest in the 
Bethel cause. Some who have been here for weeks and months are as regu- 
arly found in their places as the steady “‘go to meeting” people at home. I 


_ have met too with a number of pious Captains, and it does one good to see 


them coming up to the place of worship with their cleanly dressed crews.” 


WEST INDIES. 
ST. THOMAS. 


_ Two causes have contributed to vacate this chaplaincy for the present—the 
prevalence of the yellow fever during the last season, and the impaired health 
of the Chaplain. Mr. Newton has been honorably discharged from the ser- 
vice of the Society, has measurably regained his health, and will probably ac- 
cept an invitation to labor among the Sailors of the western Lakes. 


ST. HELENA. 
Rev. James McGrecor Bertram, Chaplain 


Mr. Bertram has unexpectedly been delayed in his return to his rock boun 
home in the ocean, on account of the difficulty of obtaining a passage direct fu 
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his family and freight. He has been successful in raising the means necessary 
for erecting the contemplated Chapels, and it is expected that his voice will 
soon be heard again proclaiming the gospel to the 7000 inhabitants as well as 
to the numerous Seamen who visit this Island. 


CHINA. 
CANTON.—Rev. E. H. Hartow, Chaplain. 


Owing chiéfly to certain restrictions annoying to foreigners, the population 
and trade of this port have been held in check the past year; while the magi- 
cal rise of Shanghai have diminished both the number of ships and seamen 
visiting Canton. At one time some entertained fears that the place would be 
deserted. But Commerce, like a pent up stream, soon returns and flows on 
in its natural channels; and while Canton will probably no more be the great 
mart of the foreion tea trade, it must remain a city of much mercantile import- 
ance. Mr. Harlow, with improved health, has continued his visits, Social 
and Spiritual, among the shipping, and the ministrations of the gospel in’ the 
floating Bethel. Among the evidences of good accomplished, Mr. Harlow re- 
ports a delightful hour spent with a pious shipmaster, who ascribed his con- 
version to a sermon heard in that Bethel soon after it was opened, and whose 
conversion was soon followed by that of his two sons who were on board the 
same ship with him. 


SHANGHAI. 


Allusion has been made to the rising importance of this most northern port 
of the Chinese Empire open for trade. It is situated near the mouth of one of 
the largest rivers of Asia, navigable for the largest junks, more than 2,000 
miles, like the Crescent city on the father of American waters, having Nanking, 
Suchan, and other cities answering to St. Louis, Louisville and Cincinnati, and 
a vast interior to pour an uninterrupted stream of products into its bosom. 

The report of the harbor master, (Mr. Nicholas Baylies,) shows that from 
January 1, to December 31, 1852, the American tonnage exceeded that 
of any other nation, The number of British vessels was one hundred and 
two, with a tonnage of thirty-two thousand seven hundred; of American 
vessels seventy-one, with a tonnage of 40,365. (The whole amount of tonnage 
was 76,900 and the number of vessels one hundred and eighty-seven; the re- 
mainder, besides English and American, being almost equally divided between 
French, Danish, Hamburg, Hawiian, and Dutch. mee 

It will be necessary ere long to station a Seamen’s Chaplain there to per- 
form duties now performed as emergencies require at irregular intervals by 
the overtasked missionaries. 


FRANCE. 
BORDEAUX.—Rev. J. L. Scutepr, Moravian. Chaplain. 


The Board has continued a small appropriation to the Chaplain at this sta- 
tion, and has also. appointed a Chaplain with a small appropriation at y 


MARSEILLES.—Rev. M. Joan Mayers, Chaplain. 


Not because the number of American seamen annually in either of these 
ports is large, but with a view of acting in concert with others in blessing 
those who navigate the ocean of every nation. ; 

In a recent communication, Mr. Mayers speaks of his labors having been 
specially blessed to a sailor in the Hospital from Boston, and to some of the 
officers on board one of our vessels of war. The former “regards it as the 
happiest event that could have occurred to him to be so afflicted as to be drawn. 
thereby to Jesus.” 
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HAVRE—Rev. E. E. Apams, Chaplain. 


The reports from this station, indicate a decided gain within the past year ;— 
in a better attendance of masters and officers at the chapel, thus encouraging 
the attendance of sailors; in an increased desire for good looks and tracts; in 
desires and determinations repeatedly expressed’ by sea-faring men to live 
better lives, and the manifest spiritual change experienced by some of them. 

The field, like any other with so many avenues to ruin, is a hard one; yet 
with God’s blessing on the appliances of his own appointment on shipboard, in 
the Hospital, in the boarding house, in the Cafe, in the street, as well as in 
the sanctuary, fruit is gathered unto eternal life. From shipmasters and others 
he has often received testimonials of esteem, and recently a similar expression 
in a donation of $100 from the citizens. Enlarged accommodations have 
recently been made for sick sailors. 


B: DENMARK. 
COPENHAGEN.—Rev. F. 0. Netsox, Chaplain. 


This Chaplain has found, as was anticipated, a wide field of usefulness 
opened among the Danish and other northern seamen; wider thanin Sweden. 
For in addition to his labors on shipboard, along the wharves, and in the sailor 
boarding houses, he has twice on each Sabbath, and two or three times during 
the week, ministered to good congregations of seamen and others, in a com- 
modious hall, “Preaching the Kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the, Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him.” As in former years he has been eminently successful in directing 
sinners to Christ. 


SWEDEN. 
GOTTLAND.—J. Linpatius, Missionary. 


This missionary was himself led to Christ, at sea, by Richard Baxter’s “ Call 
to the Unconverted ;” and like Andrew of Bethsaida, on finding such a Saviour, 
he immediately went out to bring in his brother-sailors. With sailor-like zeal 
and perseverance he prosecutes his work in his native Island. In a recent 
report he speaks of some three hundred persons who have been spiritually 
benefitted under his labors. 


STOCKHOLM.—A. M. Lyunesere, Missionary. 


On account of impaired health, this devoted sailor-missionary has prosecuted 
his labors only a part of the past year, and has finally been compelled to resign. 
The Bibles, and tracts, and words, fitly spoken among seamen, still remain; 
scattered, it is true over every sea, but none the less sure of blessed results 
in the great harvest day. 


GOTTENBURG.—E. Erickson, Missionary. 


This missionary is the successor of F, O, Nelson, banished for the crime 
of worshiping God in a way, not in itself objectionable, but not according to 
the prescribed forms of a State Church. Of late the same spirit of intolerance 
has been manifested by imposing severe fines on those who do not present 
their children for baptism, and in other ways, the effect of which has been to 
determine a large number to emigrate to this country, With these brethren per- 
secuted for righteousness sake, our missionary may also come, notwithstanding 
the frequent evidences he has that his labors there are not in vain in the Lord. 
During the last year he circulated 1598 Bibles and Testaments among seamen 
and emigrants to America, 


NEW BRUNSWICK. ; 
ST. JOHNS.—Rev. E. N. Harris, Chaplain. 


The number of seamen who annually visit this port is about sixteen thou- 
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sand, and must increase, particularly the American portion, with a growing 
trade. Until recently, these sailors were Jeft by the good to the tender mercies 
of the wicked. But since the American Seamen’s Friend Society commis- 
sioned Mr. Harris to labor for their welfare, the citizens of St. Johns, with a 
commendable promptness, have organized a Seamen’s Friend Society, and 
adop‘ed measures to establish a good Sailor's Home. Thus, by a concert of 
effort, it is proposed to gather this portion of the harvest of the sea. 


DOMESTIC OPERATIONS. 


While the American Seamen’s Friend Society leaves all kindred local socie- 
ties to the sole management of their own affairs, it is often called upon vari- 
ously to aid them by pecuniary grants, by counsel, or by the services of its 
Secretaries; so that a considerable portion of its labors is blended with theirs. 
For the sake, therefore, of giving a full report of its own acts, as well as 
spreading before the world a summary view of what is done by others in the 
United States for the benefit of seamen, it has been customary to glance at 
the prominent points and facts bearing on this subject. 


PORTLAND.—Rev. J. R. Frencu, Chaplain. 


It is gratifying to note a growing interest in the seamen’s cause, in a State 
which builds more ships and furnishes more seamen than any state in the 
Union. Under date of April 8, Mr. French writes from Portland :—* God still 
blesses us with oceasional manifestations of the work of the Spirit—an in- 
crease of interest during the last two or three weeks. Many sailors, many 
more than heretofore, attend on the means of grace, and last week 28 signed 
the Total Abstinence Pledge.” Within the year several have given pleasing 
evidence of having passed from death unto life; while the correct deportment 
of large numbers illustrates both the importance of labors in their behalf, and - 
the encouragement to persevere therein. 


BOSTON.—Rev. T. E. Taytor, Rev. G, W. Bourne, Rev. P. Stow, Rev. 
J. P. Ropinson, Rev. C. WitTBERGER, Chaplains, and Carr. SULLIVAN, 
Marine Missionary. 


Very few changes are reported as having taken place, in efforts to benefit 
Seamen in this city the past year, except the opening of a new Chapel and a 
new Sailor’s Home,by the Boston Seamen’s Friend Society. These edifices take 
the place of those destroyed by fire in July last; the Chapel, standing on the 
corner of Sea and Summer streets, being superior to the old one, both in its 
location and attractive appearance ; while the Home,with its reading-room and 
Library of 600 Volumes;_its spacious dining room and well furnished tables ; 
its ninety-four airy sleeping rooms; its morning and evening family devotions ; 
its protective and elevating influences, stands a monument of christain enter- 
prise, and care for the Sailor. About $30,000, including the fitting up of 80 of 
its rooms by churches, individuals, and benevolent associations at an expense of 
$4,000, have been invested in this institution; and although itis not expected to 
yield one dollar’s profit to its projectors and patrons, it is believed that no stock 
company in the Jand will be able to declare richer or more satisfactory results. 
It is under the superintendence of Mr. John O. Chany. 

All the efforts for the benefit of Seamen in Boston are happily accomplish- 
ing the end in view. a 

Within the past year the American and Boston Seamen’s Friend Societies, 
have effected an arrangement by which they employ the Rev. S. W. Hanks as 
their joint Secretary and Agent for the State of Massachusetts; while the 
Rey. William Bushnell who has faithfully promoted the cause in this field for 
several years, now acts in the same capacity in behalf of the parent Society in 
Maine and New Hampshire. 
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NEW-YORK.—Rev. Henry CHASE, Rey. B.C. C. Parker, Rev. James 
Parry, Rev. Il. Srewarp, Rev. D. V. M. Jonson, Rev. O. G. HEpstRom, 
and Rev. Mr. Remsen, Chaplains. 


_ Jn less than a single generation the tonnage of this city has trebled, and 
within half of that time the number of sea-going Steamers connecting this 
port with California, the West Indies, Southern and trans-Atlantic ports has 
increased to '76, with a tonnage (129,010) nearly equal to that of Great Britain 
with all its dependencies, (142,080.) 

In the mean time the mercantile marine of sailing vessels is so increased as 
to cheat a visitor who has been absent a few years into the belief that the for- 
ests of the north and south have been converted into fleets and planted as a 
hedge-row around this commercial meuropolis. 

The number of Seamen annually in this port exceeds 50,000; to meet whose 
spiritual necessities, in addition to the ministrations of the above named Chap- 
lains, a number of laymen, including Mr. J: S. Pearson, Mr. L, P. Hubbard, 
and Mr. J. Harris, are employed respectively by the New York Bible, Port, 
and Tract Societies in the distribution of the Scriptures, and evangelical 
books, and the various means adapted to improve the condition and character 
of sea-faring men. Notwithstanding the scarcity of Seamen in port during a 
considerable portion of the past year, their aggregate attendance in the several 
Bethels has been well sustained; while the number of boarders at the So- 
ciety’s 


SAILORS HOME, in Cuerry Street, 


The last year has been 3,069 ;—makingt he total number of its boarders 
since the house was opened, in eleven years, to be 36,596 

Whatever of doubt at first existed as to the expediency of these prominent 
temperance boarding houses for Seamen, has been removed by undeniable 
facts, manifested in the general improvement of the mass, and in numerous in- 
dividual cases of reform; in the provident use of their money,’ and the addi- 
tional thrift and comfort of themselves and families, as well as the greatly 
needed and compelled improvement of other Sailor boarding houses. The 
number of shipwrecked and destitute men and boys atthe Home, within the 
last year, was 200 who were relieved in board and clothing to the amount 
of $654 46 besides various articles of clothing gratuitously furnished by friends 
in the country and city. Captain Mathew Sayre, on account of protracted 
illness in his family, has resigned his post as Superintendent, and has been 
tendered the unanimous thanks of the Board for his important three years ser- 
vices. Mr Daniel Tracy, of Boston, who has had a long and varied experi- 
ence on the ocean, tending to qualify him for the important trust, has been 
appointed as his successor, - The Home is now undergoing extensive repairs 
both to preserve the property, and to render it a neat and attractive Home to 
the Mariner. Here the weak will find protection; the wayward good counsel 
fortified by good example; the social, good associates ; the thinking, a well fur- 
nished Reading Room; the curious, a large Museum; the well disposed, new 
motives for patient continuance in well doing; the wrecked and destitute, the 
needed relief; while all will be reminded by the occurrence of the morning 
and evening family worship of their duties to God and each other, and be pointed 
to the path in which they should walk, While the doors of the Home must 
of necessity be guarded against impostors—no worthy sea-faring man or boy, 
will ever be knowingly turned away because he is destitute. 

The other Temperance Sailor boarding houses in the city continue to have 
our commendation, and share in our best wishes for their greatest success; while 
to one of them especially, the Board has felt constrained to lend a helping 
hand, viz. the 
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HOME FOR COLORED SEAMEN, 


Under the superintendence of Mr. Albro Lyon. Between Sept. 22, 1850, 
and March 1, 1853, this house has accommodated 664 colored Seamen, 71 of 
whom were destitute and relieved. 

Recently it has been found necessary to change the location from Pearl to 
Oliver St., where Mr. Lyon will! continue to keep a well regulated house, and 
exert his influence to save his boarders from drifting away to destruction. 

It is very desirable that all the Homes, like the crew ofa ship, should act 
with the utmost harmony; pulling strongly together, and alternately making 
fast what the others gain. We are happy to know that such is generally the 
case, and that Seamen are rallying around the institutions which have con- 
tributed so largely to their social and moral improvement. 


PHILADELPHIA.—Rev. Cuartes Rockwett, anp Rev. R. 8S. Trarier, 
Chaplains. 


The Rev. Mr. Rockwell succeeds the late lamented Douglass as Pastor of 
the Mariner’s Church. He reports an average attendance of 200 to 300 on 
* the Sabbath—a flourishing Sabbath School and 11 admissions to the church 
within the past year. The number of boarders at the Sailor’s Home, under 
the control of the Pa. Seamen’s Friend Society, and the immediate superin- 
tendence of Mr, John H. Cassidy, has been within the year ending April 1, 
1853, 1,200; a gain of more than 150 over any prev‘ous year. Among those 
spiritually benefitted in this institution is a Spanish Catholic, from South Amer- 
ica. Here he found the first Bible he ever saw. He eagerly read it, was 
hopefully converted, and bought six Bibles and six Testaments for his friends 
at home; one of them being for his Catholic Priest. 

The Floating Bethel in which the Rev. Mr. Trapier has ministered, has re- 
cently been sold, and the Churchmen’s Missionary Association has in contem- 
plation the erection of achurch on shore, to accommodate his congregation 
now worshiping in a Hall. The last Report of this Association speaks of the 
Seamen’s Mission as second to none, and assigns as a reason, “That the con- 
version of Seamen must precede the success of Foreign Missions, because 
there are more than 1000 seamen for every christain Missionary who is sent 
forth; and 1000 evil examples would be much more powerful than one good 
example, even if human nature were more inclined to good than to evil.” 

Reports of the Pa. and Female Seamen’s Friend Societies for 1853, have 
not been received. 


BALTIMORE.—Rev. E. E. ALLEN, anp Rev.—— Chaplains. 


The Attendance on divine worship in the two Bethels on Fell’s Point, and 
Lee Street, compares favorably with that of the other city churches. 

At the Union Bethel a protracted meeting of four weeks has recently closed. 
It was a season of great interest. Among a considerable number savingly 
benefitted, is mentioned an old sailor of sixty years. He has sailed over the 
world and visited almost every Sea, seeking good, but has never found the true . 
riches till he brought up in the Baltimore Bethel. 


THE SAILOR’S HOME, 


Which is also a Shipping Office, at 65 Thames St., Capt. J. B. Corner Su- 
perintendent and Shipping Master, has accommodated 500 boarders within a 
year, and shipped 2500 Seamen, _ In their temperate habits and provident use 
of their money, there is a gradual improvement. A flourishing Sabbath School 
is connected with th2 Bethel. Says the Chaplain, “Our prospects are very 
encouraging. Indeed the blessed Master does not let us labor in vain.” 
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NORFOLK. 


The ministers of the different evangelical churches in Norfolk have altern- 
ately preached the gospel in a temporary Bethel, while the Seamen’s Friend 
Society is actively engaged in rebuilding the Mariner’s Church lately destroyed 
by fire. ‘l'hey express their hearty thanks to the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society, and to the citizens of New York, New Haven and Troy, who have 
generously aided them in this work. 


WILMINGTON, N. C. 


A Seamen’s Friend Society, has recently been formed in this port, and the 
Rev. W. J. Langdon appointed their Agent. Including the Charleston and 
Cape Fear Steamers, there are about 2100 arrivals of vessels a year: and for the 
accommodation of the sailors belonging to them, there is neither a Sailor’s 
H me, a Mariner’s Church, nor a Hospital in Wilmington. Its commerce is 
increasing about 10 per cent, annually, Liberal subscriptions have just been 
made—one gentleman giving $1000, and three others $500 each, for a Mari- 
ners Church. When this is completed a Sailor’s Home will claim their at- 
tention. 


CHARLESTON.—Rev. W. B. Yates, Chaplain. 


Says the Chaplain, in a recent letter, “ During the past year we have had 
about ten conversions; and many more have left under serious impressions. 
About 600 have boarded at the Home now under the superintendence of Capt. 
and Mrs. White. Itis well conducted, and its influence has been very salutary. 
We number on our Temperance Pledge Book, 6493; and large amounts of 
money saved by those who have taken the pledge,” Through the influence 
of temperance efforts, a magistrate of Charleston testifies, that for 8 or 9 years 
the criminal Prosecutions against Seamen, have been diminished two thirds or 
more. 


SAVANNAH.—Rey. Tuomas Hurcuins, Chaplain. 


The Chaplain reports '75 Members connected with the Seamen’s Church; 
240 members of the Temperance Society, the greater part of whom have 
signed the pledge the past year; and during this time he has preached to 
about 3500 Seamen belonging to different nations, Some conversions also, 


MOBILE.—Rev. Atexanper McGrasuan, Chaplain. 


; 

The Mobile Bethel Society has, within the last year, repaired their Bethel 
Church, and sustained their Chaplain. It has repaired their Sailor’s Home, 
which has had within the year, 1246 Sailor-boarders, and would have accom- 
modated more but for want of room. Under the judicious management of Mr. 
Lawson the Home continues to do incalculable good. 

For a long time the necessity has been felt of having a Bethel ship anchored 
amidst the large fleet of ships 25 or 30 miles below the city in the Bay; and 

‘last falla concurrence of providences aided in the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject. A gale was commissioned to wreck a large British ship, and Roger 
Stuart, sq., a merchant, was disposed to purchase her at auction for the double 
purpose of a Bethel and a temporary Hospital. She cost over $2000. The 
Mobile Bethel Society, and the American Seamen’s Friend Society have re- 
funded to Mr. Stuart $500 each, and the ship, put in the possession of the former 
Society, is being fitted up for its purpose; while the Parent Society has ap- 
pointed the Rev. John Gridley of Kenosha, Wisconsin, as Seamen’s Chap- 
lain and Physician. Mr, Gridley has accepted his appointment, and having 
had a long and successful experience in both departments, will enter upon the 
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performance of his duties among the 20,000 seamen annually in. that Bay, 
with the most favorable:auspices, 
May his memorial be like that engraved on the tomb stone of one of New 


England’s early and most useful ministers:— 


‘Well skilled in two important arts; 
Nobly he filled the double statioa, 
Both of Preacher and Physician ; 

And strove to make his patients whole 
Throughout, in body and in soul,” 


Speaking of his labors the past year in Mobile, Mr. McGlashan says :— 

“ Most gratefully do I acknowledge the goodness of God in giving point and 
power to his own truth in the awakening and conversion of sinners. More 
seamen have been in attendance this year than usual; especially at night our 
congregations have been good and a deep solemnity has often characterized 
our meetings. Several, we trust, have been savingly converted to God; five 
,of whom made a profession of their faith, in Christ, and became members of 
the Bethel Church. Others who could not remain long enough on shore for 
this purpose, went on their way rejoicing, and some of them to unite with 
churches at the north where their families belong.” ' 


NEW ORLEANS. 


The arrivals of vessels in the Crescent City for the year ending with August 
last, was 2,351, and of steamboats 2,778; being a considerable advance on the 
preceding year, and showing a growing commerce. Whether the efforts 
for the benefit of the men navigating these vessels have been commensurate 
with their spiritual necessities we are unable to say, having received no 
answer to our inquiries on the subject. 


OTHER PORTS. 


Several otier ports South and North for the want of recent definite in- 
formation in respect to their efforts for seamen are necessarily omitted in this 
rapid sketch. ° 


SAVING’S BANKS. 


When the Seamen’s Bank for Savings in Wall-st., New York, was first 
opened, twenty four years ago, it was with some difficulty that sailors were 
persuaded to leave their money on deposite. They had been robbed so much 
by professed friends, and had their confidence so often abused that they were 
naturally and necessarily reluctant to trust anybody. But their confidence 
has been so far gained by their true friends as to induce them to deposite 
about a million and a halfof dollars in this Bank alone; about $375,000 in the 
Saving’s Bank in Boston, and a large aggregate amount in other similar in- 
stitutions where their money is safe, yields them a good interest, and is an 
important guaranty to their good conduct and character Their Banking 
House is one of the most imposing in Wall-st., affording, besides its own 
gpacious accomodations, a revenue from rent of offices equal to the interest on 


the amount invested. 
SEAMEN’S CEMETERIES. 


The Trustees of the Greenwood Cemetery, a few months since generously 
gave the American Seamen’s Friend Society a plot of ground on Ocean Hill. 
The Society has ornamented by enclosing it with an arbor vite hedge, and 
an iron gate between two granite posts. Its first sleeping occupant is the 
blind sailor, so often seen in the streets of New York with his box of cigars 
under his arm for sale, being led by his trusty dog. These accommodations 
not being sufficient, several 6f the merchants and underwriters of New York, 
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acting in concert with the officers of the American Seamen’s Friend Society, 
petitioned Congress for an appropriation sufficient to purchase in the Cemetery 
of the Evergreens ample accomodations for the burial of seamen dying in the 
New York Hospital, boarding houses, or other residences. 

A grant of $5000 was made for this object, the ground has been purchased, 
and placed in charge of a Board of Trustees. The sailor now has no more 
occasion for objection to going to the New York Hospital lest he should there 
die, and his body be carted of for burial in the Potter’s Field. The Cemetery 
is beautifully ornamented with trees, shrubbery and monuments, and com- 
mands a fine view of the oceanand Sandy Hook. Different plots of ground 
have been allotted to sailors of different nations, and each grave is registered 
so as to be recognized by relatives and friends. We congratulate seamen and 
their friends on the successful completion of these humane arrangements. 


SEAMEN’S ADVANCE. 


The practice of paying advance wages to seamen is of long standing, and is 
so incorporated with the mode of shipping men as to become one of the un- 
yielding laws of custom. It has however been demonstrated to be injurious 
to all concerned; to shipowners and masters, as it often imposes on them in- 
competent men, and occasions frequent desertions; and more especially in- 
jurious to seamen themselves, as it promotes dishonesty by putting into their 
hands a premium to desertion; as it promotes degradation by furnishing 
them the means of dissipation and vice; as it promotes zdleness and insubor- 
dination at sea by making them feel that they are paying for a dead horse 
rather than earning a live one; and as it promotes extortion and fraud by 
placing them in the power of unprincipled landlords and crimps. 

To remedy these evils a Committee of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society has addressed a circular letter to shipowners, underwriters, merchants 
and others interested in the elevation of seamen in our principal ports, solicit- 
ing their counsel and co-operation, 

As i is important to act in concert in this matter their replies are earnestly 
awaited. 


LIBRARIES AND BOOKS FOR SEAMEN. 


More than usual attention the past year has been directed to furnishing 
ships with Libraries, and useful books. Twenty one vessels have been sup- 
plied with libraries averaging 50 vols. each, and six including vessels of war 
averaging 117 each; besides many miscellaneous volumes, magazines and 
papers, making more than 2000 volumes which have gone with the exploring 
expedition to Japan, with the coast survey, with the whale ships to the Paci- 
fic, and the merchant vessels over the globe. Some ofthese books were 
presented to the Society for this purpose. ‘The whole cost of the balance to 
the Society was $418,33. Nota ew ship owners, as John B. Kitching, Esq., 
of New York, the enterprising conductor of the first caloric ship, masters and 
others are interesting themselves in supplying a healthful literature for the 
sea. Mr. J. 8. Pierson, Agent of the New York Bible Society, is also doing 
much in this department. 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 

The monthly issues of this work are now 6,250 copies, and the demand will 
require a speedy increase of the number. Its aim is to elevate seamen, by 
awakening a general interest in their behalf, and by promoting their own 
self respect, and meritorious conduct. Its aim is to be a moral manual of the 
sea; sufficiently miscellaneous to be read ; sufficiently learned to command 
respect, and so simple in style that any intelligent child may comprehend and 
enjoy its pages. Its aim is to purify the literature of the sea, and create a 
taste for books which shall improve both the mind and heart. Good contribu- 
tions from seamen are doubly welcome in the pages cf their own Magazine. 
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The American Bethel-Society, the Western Seamen’s Friend Society, and 
the Western Boatmen’s Union, whose offices respectively are at Buffalo, Cleve- 
land and St. Louis; and whose Secretaries are Rev. T. Stillman, Rev. R. H. 
Leonard, and Rev. Chas. J. Jones, are energetically prosecuting their various 
operations for the benefit of the inland sailors. Their recent statistics are not 
at hand. 


NEW FIELDS OF LABOR. 


Allusion has already been made to Shanghai, in China, and Callao, in Peru, 
as important fields of Jabor among the seamen. So also, is Calcutta, in India. 
A Committee of the Calcutta Seamen’s Friend Suciety says, We have for 
some years past, endeavored to obtain help from the Seamen’s Friend Societies 
in the U.S., but without success. The account of the number of shipping for 
the past year will show our friends in America that we have a strong claim 
upon them for help, for during the year 121 vessels belonging to the States 
have visited Calcutta, and we hope, therefore, a new application to America 
will not be in vain.” An application for a small amount of aid is also before 
the Board from Batavia. Not to mention other important fields abroad, as in 
Australia and several ports in South America there is a growing conviction 
that more ought to be done in the open fields at home. 


FINANCES. 


The total Receipts for the year ending May 1, were $25,283 62; being an in- 
crease of $1,622 98 over those of 1852, and the expenditures $23,732 10. This 
amount does not include large sums which have passed through the Treasu- 
ries of Auxiliary and Branch Societies. A minute statement is presented in 
the Treasurer’s report. 


SUMMARY REVIEW. 


A review of the past establishes the fact of a great and decided improvement 
in progress among seamen. It is seen 

1. In the general disuse of Intoxicating liquors ‘on board American 
vessels, and in the thousands of total-abstinence seamen on shore. The 
Marine Temperance Society of New York, numbers over 27,000 members. 
Sober men going to sea were not long since the exceptions of their class ; now 
the drunken ones are the ignoble few. Moreover, policy and principle are 
carrying the work of temperance reform into the marine service of other 
nations. 

2. In a better observance of the christian Sabbath. ‘ 

But recently this was the great sailing day from port... While the ship was 
hauling out into the stream and weighing anchor, a hurried note was sent to 
the Sanctuary asking a remembrance in the prayers of God’s people. Perhaps 
the shipowrer himself was the bearer of the note, leaving his clerks in the 
counting-room, and the sailors in the ship to the service of mammon, while he 
engaged in the service of God! : : 

But now scarcely a respectable American House sends its ships to sea on 
the Sabbatu; while on board of many, no unnecessary work is done, and the 
day is spent as hallowed time; Saturday being allowing the men for mending 
their clothes and making ready for a day of rest. All honor to Commodore 
Stringham, and the officers of the U.S. Frigate Cumberland. On a recent 
visit to Athens, in Greece, the Commodore called on the French Admiral, and 
was welcomed with a salute. The next day, which was the Sabbath, the Ad- 
miral returned the visit; and on leaving was informed by the Commodore, 
that as he neither visited nor saluted on the Sabbath, he would pay him the 
customary honors the following morning. Accordingly, on Monday, the guns 
of the Cumberland boomed forth honors to the Admiral, while they reflected 
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more enduring honors on those who respected the Jaws of God, more than the 
forms of etiquette established by men. Such examples—and this is by no means 
a solitary one—do more to elevate officers, and men, and the National Flag, 
than all the gunpowder ever burned. 

It gives us sincere pleasure to know that the number of Masters and officers 
who respect the Sabbath and love the institutions of religion, has greatly in- 
creased of late; that not a few who serve their country on the sea make it 
their duty and pleasure to serve God wherever they are. Not long since the 
supper of the Prince of Peace was celebrated with great solemnity on board of 
a U.S. ship of war at sea. There were more thantwenty communicants. To 
them, as well as to the deeply interested spectators, that Sabbath scene was a 
memorable event. 

3. In a better discipline at sea. 

From a multitude of illustrations the following are selected because first at 
hand; the U. S. Frigate “ Congress,” Commodore McIver and the clipper ships 
“ Sovereign of the Seas,” and ‘* Trade Wind,” Captains McKay and Webber. 
The good order and perfect discipline of the 500 men on board the Congress,fur- 
nish the best of arguments for the abolition of the lash. The Commodore is 
perfectly convinced, after 40 years’ service, that the Jaw of kindness is the 
best, and is quite sure, that however bad the material in our mercantile marine 
may be, it can betrained and disciplined according to that law. 

The “ Sovereign of the Seas” sailed for San Francisco with a crew of 100 
men. In 103 days she was at her destination; and instead of running away 
as usual, it was not until two or three days after their arrival that the crew 
could be persuaded to leave the ship. The mutual] good will between the 
Master, officers, and men, made it easy to command, and a pleasure to obey. 
The “Trade Wind,” with a crew of 60 men, made the same voyage in 102 
days. On the morning of the 21st day out, she was discovered to be on fire. 
Holes were cut through the deck and bales of goods hoisted out to make room 
for the sailors to go-down, one at atime, and turn a stream of water through 
a hose from the force pump onthe burning mass. One by one they fell, suf- 
focated and insensible from the carbonic acid gas; and as soon as one was 
dragged out, another as bold as he took his place and shared his fate, till each 
of the 60 had taken his turn, and some of them five or six times, in the suffo- 
cation of dying, and the convulsive agonies of again coming to life! “At one 
time,” says an eye witness, “I counted 16 of these generous fellows lying to- 
gether on the deck. - As soon as one was recovered sufficiently to work, he 
would go back and offer his services again.” 

“ Thus,” adds another, “several times did some of them throw themselves 
down into the smoking gaseous hold, asif determined to extinguish the fire or 
die in the attempt. Never in any battle was courage more fully tried. Never 
was there a harder struggle than this diy exhibited.” And why did they thus 
battle with the flames for hours? Why notsecure their own safety by taking 
to the boats? Because, as they have since declared, they loved their Captain 
as # father, and their officers as brothers. ‘Their discipline was strict, but it 
was kind; it was manly; it was humane; and it begat in their bosoms the 
noblest impulses of their natures. It is a libel on human nature and on the 
divine government to aver that kindness is not better adapted to secure obedi- 
ence to lawful authority, than an iron severity. And itis cause for joy that on 
board of many ships this principle is now carried out in the happiest experiments. 

ax a growing desire for the Bible,and Religious and useful Books. 

‘This desire is by no means confined to those who speak the English Jan- 
guage ; and the distribution ainong seamen of all nations has been greater the 
past than in any previous year, ‘I'he literature of the sea baptised aforetime 
in Wapping, is giving place to reading redolent with the dews and atmosphere 
of Mount Zion, Atl the Chaplains and Missionaries of the Society are call- 
ing for more good books to supply the growing demand. Shipowners and 
others, are finding their duty and interest combined in sending a healthful lit- 
erature to Sea, 
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‘A single town in Maine has furnished more than 100 vessels with good 
libraries. In other places a most commendable spirit is manifested in this de- 
partment of doing good. The American Seamen’s Friend Society has acted 
in this matter fully to the extent of its means, and anticipates the accomplish- 
ment of a noble work, when a contested legacy bequeathed for this purpose 
shall have been secured. 

A shipmaster in thanking a Ladies Seamen’s Friend Society for a Library 
furnished his crew, says, “I have often passed the forecastle door, and seen 
them all sitting around the room at work upon their clothes, while one has 
been employed reading to the others from one of these books; and the Tem- 
perance Tales had so much influence upon them that they formed a Society 
among themselves. I think there were but few, if any of the books which 
were not read by them during the voyage, and they took the place of those 
demoralizing scrapings, which are frequently from their cheapness stuffed into 
the sea chest. An investment of this kind is well worth making, fot every 
ship that floats.” 

Lastly, and pre-eminently, evidence of improvement among seamen is seen 
in numerous conversions to God. 

The Chaplain at Rio, records in his last letter the goodness of God in bless- 
ing his labors, among other instances, to the hopeful conversion of a son of 
the Capt. of the bark S. of Boston. 

Among others rejoiced over at Panama, the Chaplain tells of a sailor who 
was educated for the Papal priesthood in Ireland; who in renouncing the 
mummeries of his church became an infidel; who in sailing over the globe 
had gathered much general information, and who gloried in parrying the must 
pointed and solemn truths by remarks of the*most surprising drollery. “The 
clearest exhibitions of omnipotent wrath,” says the Chaplain, “ played over his 
cool heart like lightning on ice. The tenderness of Christ’s love touched no 
chord deeper than his risibility, and he seemed to exult in the thought, I 
will not feel.” Yet he was brought to feel himself to be a lost sinner, and to 
rejoice in the hope of salvation through Christ. 

So with other Chaplains, as at Havre, Copenhagen &&c., they have had re- 
peated and the most pleasing proofs that their labors are not in vain in the 
Lord. 

In the meantime the Bible has continued to exercise its quickening power. 
Tt has caused the poor man in the cabin and in the forecastle to cry unto the 
Lord; and the Lord has heard and brought him out of all his troubles. 

Evangelical books and tracts too have in many instances accomplished the 
gracious errands on which they were sent to sea. 

Thus one shipmaster was led by the Pilgrim’s Progress to the Bible, and by 
the Bible to the Lamb of God. 

“ A Mate recently told me,” says the Chaplain at Honolulu, that the tract, 
the “ Swearer’s Prayer” had effectually opened his mind to the sinfulness of his 
conduct as a drinking blasphemer, and now he was endeavoring to live a life 
of prayer.” : 

The social prayer meeting and the Bible class on shipboard and on shore 
have each been followed with the happiest results. A sailor boarder at the 
Home in New York, closed the last evening of Jast yearin a meeting for 
prayer. He had been wrecked five times, and now he felt that his soul was 
wrecked. His sorrow endured for a night, butjoy came in the morning. With 
the joy of a new born soul he commenced a Happy New Year. The revival 
on board the Flag Ship of the Mediterranean squadron recently arrived in port, 
commenced in a Bible class at Sea. Thus the entrance of God’s word giveth 
light. And lo, these are but parts of his ways. They clearly show an aus- 
picious beginning of uivine prophecies and promises fulfilled in relation to the 
conversion of the abundance of the sea, and afford ample enconragement to 
prosecute a work so essential to the salvation of its nearly 3,000,000 of men, 
and through them so important to the conversion of the world to God. 
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For the Sailor’s Magazine. 
LETTERS FROM POLYNESIA, 

: No. 6. 

Visit to Waialua. Missionary in- 
fluence. The Ladies’ Stranger’s 
Friend Society. The Farr. 
$1,900. Foreign seamen sailing 
under U. S. Flag. 


It is now over one year since my 
return from the U.S. to Honolula. 
During the year I have been confined 
by the duties of Chaplaincy at Hono- 
lulu. Every Sabbath I have been in 
my own pulpit. 
stances I was glad to be called to 
attend a meeting of the “ Clerical As- 
sociation of Oahu,” held week before 
last, at Waialua, on the N. W. side 
of the Island. It was pleasant to 
escape for a few hours from the noise 
and bustle of Honolulu. Waialua is 
situated thirty miles from Honolulu. 
The road thither is tolerably good for 
equestrians. Leaving town at 9 a.m. 
we reached Ewa, at 114-a. m., where 
resides the Rev. Mr. Bishop, a dis- 
tance of 12 miles. There we dined 
and started for Waialua, about 20 
miles distant. The ride over the 
plains was exceedingly pleasant. We 
passed numerous herds of cattle and 
horses quietly grazing. There are no 
inhabitants on the road, for 15 miles. 
The islanders mostly dwell around 
the shores, to enjoy the privilege of 
fishing. The interior parts of the 
islands, are now principally devoted 
to pasturage. There are now nu- 
merous herds of cattle scattered over 
the islands, numbering several thou- 
sand each. Horses also abound. 

I had not visited Waialua, since 
1844, Then there seemed to be a 
moral gloom resting upon the spot. 
The storms had unroofed the meet- 
ing house, and the missionary was 
discouraged, but since that time, that 
missionary has retired and another 
taken his place—the Rev. J. S. 
Emerson, who has gone to work like 
Oberlin, endeavoring to elevate the 
people in a spiritual and temporal point 
of view. His people have recently 
shingled and seated their meeting 
house, expending over $1,800. It is 
a noble stone building Near by 
stands the school house in true New 
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England style. Mr. E. has been 
laboring for years to enable the na- 
tives to obtain fromthe chiefs, fee 
simple titles to. their lands. His 
labors have been most successful. 
The districts is now quite prosperous 
and thriving for a native village in the 
Sandwich Islands.. The Missionary 
has induced the people to break their 
oxen to the yoke, and now about 15 
carts (of yankee manufacture) are 
owned by his people. He has also 
set them an example in the way of 
agriculture. As l arose one morning 
I observed a little son of the Mission- 
ary riding a horse to plough. . Indian 
corn has been introduced, and grows 
very well. As I observed the various 
methods which the Rev. Mr. Emer- 
son had devised for benefitting his 
people, I came to the conclusion, that 
in a temporal point of view, a mis- 
sionary is one of the greatest possible 
blessings which can be conferred npon 
aheathen people. At the end of the 
fourth day I reached home much re- 
freshed, in mind and body. 

On former occasions, I have. refer- 
ed to the fact that numerous seamen 
and strangers, were left in destitute 
circumstance in Honolulu. Situated 
as the Chaplain to seamen, here, they 
have naturally come to me for aid. 
In former years I have endeavored to 
raise money for them, but as years 
rolled away, it was becoming a some- 
what onerous part of my labors. A 
Society has recently been. organized 
among the ladies of Honolulu that ex- 
actly meets the exigencies of the 
case. Itis called “The Stranger’s 
Friend Society.” It has been less 
than one year in existence and already 
more than $2,500 have been sent into 
the Treasury. This is an amount 
more than sufficient for present de- 
mands. A fair for the Society, was 
held last week, on the evening of 
Washington’s birth day, where over 
$1,900 were collected. There is a 
generous liberality among foreign res- 
idents and visitors in Honolulu, that is 
worthy of all praise. We partake 
somewhat of the California spirit. 
We cannot set down and cooly make 
our calculations, but move upon the 
impulse of the moment. This result 
arises from the unsettled state of so- 
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ciety. Yesterday people were stran- 
gers, to-day they are neighbors and 
friends, and to-morrow, perhaps, part 
to meet no more this side of the eter- 
nal world. I hope things are assum- 
ing amore permanent and stable form, 
but it will require a long time for the 
troubled waters to subside. They now, 
in their agitated state “cast up mire 
and dirt ;” but a more tranquil period, 
I trust, is in store for us. 

There is one subject of immense 
importance to seamen, that I could 
wish was settled upon a more favor- 
able basis. I refer to foreign seamen 
sailing under the U. S. Flag. What- 
ever the laws may be, and however 
much Senators and Representatives 
at Washington may say to the con- 
trary, suitable provisions are not now 
made for foreign Seamen.. Unless a 
Sailor has a bona fide American Pro- 
tection, or is a native born American 
Sailor, our consuls will not receive 
him into the Hospital, when sick and 
disabled. This is hard, unjust and 
cruel. American Merchant vessels 
and Whale ships, ought not to be al- 
lowed to ship men, at t home or abroad, 
unless those men can be taken care 
of when sick and disabled. . Cases are 
continually occurring in Honolulu, of 

_this nature. Portuguese sailors are 
brought hither by whale ships. 
They are taken sick, but the Consul 
will not provide for them at the hos- 
pital, as he does for American Sea- 
men. Is this right and just? Is it 
worthy of a great and commercial 
nation with an overflowing treasury ? 
I am satisfied that the public mind, in 
the U.S., eannot be duly imformed 
upon the subject, or such an abuse 
would not be suffered to pass unno- 
ticed. I wish that the friends of 
Seamen would petition Congress. In 
a letter received from one of the Sec- 
retaries of the Am. Seam. Friend So- 
ciety, dated New York, July 9th, 1852, 
I find this remark: “ Congress gives 
our Consuls and Commercial Agents 
full power with ample means, to pro- 
vide for any number of sick or desti- 

tute American seamen.” 

Ah, but what is to become of for- 
eign seamen sailing under our flag? 
Are they to be turned over to other 
Consulates ? 


But those Consulates 


: 


will not provide for seamen sailing 
under our flag, and it is not right they 
should. ‘The laws may be sufficient 
now, but the instructions from: the 
State Department at Washington are 
wrong. We have an excellent U.S. 
Consul at Honolulu, but he feels 
hampered by his instructions, dating 
back, I believe to Mr, Polk’s admin- 
istration. CoD, 


UNEQUALLED SAILING, 


The clipper ship Sovereign of the 
Seas arrived at this port, yesterday, 
in 82 days from Honolulu, Sandwich 
Islands. It usually requites 4 or 5 
months to make the passage. The 
tun from Honolulu to Cape Horn, a 
distance of 8,634 miles, was accom- 
plished in 37 ‘days. In 26 of these 
days consecutively the ship run 6,489 
miles, and one of these days was dis- 
tinguished by an extraordinary run of 
430 miles. This is the greatest sail- 
ing Bs eal 

DIED. 

In Honolulu, Feb. 23rd, Joseph 
Marshall, aged 23, a native of Pico, 
Western Islands. 

In Honolulu, February 24th, Mr. 
Dewitt C. Lusk, belonging to Syra- 
cuse, N. Y, He came to the Islands 
from, California a few weeks since, on 
board the Maria, and had resided in 
California since 1849, a portion ot the 
period at Stockton. 

In Honolulu, February 25th, at U. 8. 
hospital, George Williams, alias White 
Lott, belonging to New Utrecht, 
N.Y. He has a, brother residing i in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lost overboard, from the plish 
brig Eclipse, Capt. Law, in the offing 
at Hilo, Jan. 19, James Sullivan, car- 
penter, of Boston, on his way from 
California to Australia. 

It is) supposed the diseased, was 


; about 25 years old, that he left a wife 


and one child in Boston, and that his 
moneys about 150 dollars, sunk with 
im. 

He left a chest of tools anda trunk 
of clothing in the Eclipse. 

On board the bark Alice Frazier, 
of New Bedford, Jan. 6, Jonathan V. 
Bouls, of Rochester, Mass., aged 17 


NAVAL JOURNAL. ~ 


THE. MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE 


OF « 


AMERICAN CRUISERS. 


A correspondent of the Portland 
Advertiser gives the following inter- 
esting reminiscences of vessels of the 
American navy that have from time 
to time disappeared, leaving no clue 
to their fate. . Vessels of war are, of 
course, subjected to certain risks from 
their magazines, not shared in by the 
mercantile marine, as Cooper has 
suggested, it is probable that some 
which suddenly disappear have been 
blown up at sea. A stroke of light- 
ning reaching the magazine, a sudden 
squail, or a heavy gale, weakness from 
preceding encounters with an enemy, 
or sudden collisions with another 
vessel at sea, in which both perish, 
are the several fates by which these 
disappearances can only be accounted 
for. 

The first loss we have to note, says 
the correspondent of the Advertiser, 
is that of the “ Reprisal,” 16, in 1788 ; 
but though she foundered at sea, on 
the Banks of Newfoundland, she 
scarcely comes within our limits, 
since one of her crew (the cook) did 
escape. 


‘The next on the list is the Sara-. 


toga,” 16, Capt. Young, which vessel 
disappeared in October, 1780. In 
that month and year, after capturing 
a ship and two brigs, two of them 
well armed, the Saratoga made sail to 
convey her prizes to the Capes of the 
Delaware. The following day the 
prizes were re-captured by the “ In- 
trepid,” '74, and though the Saratoga 


escaped, it was only to meet a worse 
ate, as she was never heard of more. 

In July, 1780 the frigate “ Insur- 
gente,” 38, Capt. Patrick Fletcher, 
recently ‘captured from the French, 
and refitted, sailed from the Capes of 
Virginia, with instructions to keep 
between longitude 66 deg. and 68, 
and to run as far south as 30 deg. 
north latitude, and to return within 
eight weeks to Annapolis. A higher 
power had ordained she should never 
return; as, with the exception ofa 
few private letters forwarded by ves- 
sels spoken with, she was-never seen 
or heard of after. 

In August, of the same year, the 
“Pickering,” 14, Capt. Benj. Hillar, 
sailed for the Guadaloupe | station, 
never to return, as, in the case of the 
Insurgerte, all on board perished— 
“not one was saved to tell the tale.” 
Vague rumors were set afloat at the 
time, that the two vessels run afoul 
of each other ina gale—a tale, how- 
ever, unsubstantiated, as the Picker- 
ing was sent to a station which the 
Insurgente would be little likely to 
visit or seek. 

The next loss of this kind which { 
find recorded, is that of Gun Boat, No. 
5. She sailed from New York, com- 
manded by Lieut. Ogilvie, May 4, 
1805, for the Mediterranean, but 
springing her mast, returned to refit, 
and sailed a second time, June 20th, 
after which she was never heard from. 
This vessel was sloop rigged, and 
carried two heavy 32’s. 

In 1814, the United States sloop-of- 
war Wasp, 18, Capt. Blakely, after 
capturing the Reindeer and Avon, 
both 18’s, in two separate engage- 
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ments, the Jast on the first of Septem- 
ber, continued her glorious cruise un- 
til the 21st of the same month, when 
she put the present Commodore Gei- 
senger and a crew of 9 men on board 
a prize brig, intending to continue her 
own cruise to the Islands of the 
Azores. This, for years after, was 
all that was known of her fate, though 
various rumors got afloat respecting 
it. It was said an English frigate 
went into Cadiz, very much shattered 
and crippled from an engagement 
with an American corvette, which 
suddenly disappeared in the night, and 
it was thought sunk. Another story 
prevailed, that the crew were prison- 
ers to the Arabs, the ship having been 
lost on the African coast. 

Several years after, the melancholy 
interest in the fate of the Wasp and 
her brave defenders was revived by 
an examination of the log book of the 
Swedish brig Adonis, from which it 
appears that having Lieut. McKnight 
and M. Lyman, late of the Essex, on 
board, as passengers, on October 
9th following, being then in lat. 18 
35 north, long. 30 10 west, the Adonis 
spoke with the Wasp and transferred 
these passengers at their request to 
her, which is the last account of her 
being seen, or that was ever known 
of her fate, or of the two gentlemen 
who embarked on board. At this 
meeting, the officers of the Wasp re- 

rted her recent action with the 

eindeer, and also that they had sunk 
another vessel, without being able to 
save a single person, or even learn 
her name. 

This was 900 miles farther south, 


and 600 west of where Mr. Geisen-_ 


ger had left her 16 days before; and 
it is presamed Capt. B. intended run- 
ning down the Spanish main, and 
through the West Indies, in obedience 
to his orders. ‘There is only one oth- 
er rumor respecting this ship that has 
any plausibility. It is that two Eng- 
lish frigates chased an American 
sloop of war off the southern coast, 
about the time the Wasp should ar- 
rive, and that the three ships were 
struck with a heavy squall, in which 
the sloop of war disappeared. 

In July, 1815, the brig Epervier 18, 
commanded by Lt. John Templer 


Shubr:ck, sailed from Algiers on her 
return to the U. States—having on 

as passengers several citizens 
recently released from captivity in 
Algiers, and bearing the treaty that 
had been concluded with that power, 
on the 30th June, preceding. She 
is known to have passed the Straits 
of Gibraltar, about the 10th of July, 
and that is the last ever seen or heard 
ofher. There was a vague rumor 
that she was seen ina tremendous 
gale, in the month of August, not far 
from the American coast, but it is of 
a character too questionable to be re- 
lied on. The Enterprise, Lt. Kearney, 
was making a passage at this time, 
and experienced a heavy blow, which 
was said to be tremendous a little far- 
ther to the east of her, and it is prob- 
able the Epervier was lost in it. In 
her perished Lt. Yarnell, who was 
Perry’s first lieutenant in the battle of 
Lake Erie, and other officers. Shu- 
brick hed been present at no less than 
six regular sea fights, five of which 
had been between vessels of a force 
as heavy as frigates, he had also par- 
ticipated in the celebrated chase of 
New York—yet when he met his un- 
known fate, he had been only nine 
years in service and was but 27 years 
ofage. A mysterious providence had 
decreed no happy termination to his 
useful and brilliant career. Within 
probably afew day’s sail of his native 
land, returning on the wings of fame 
to reap the well-earned reward of his 
valor, he was cut offin his bloom, and 
on the field of his glory found the 
grave of his hopes. Congress had 
voted him two medals, and his native 
State, South Carolina, and the cities 
of Charleston and New York had each 
voted him a sword—none of which he 
was destined to receive. 

The next disappearance of this 
kind from the navy list is believed to 
be that of the schooner Lynx, 6, Lt. 
Commanding Jolnm R. Madison, in 
1821, in the West Indies I have, 
however, no account of her fate, and 
arn not certain but she was stranded, 
and some of her crew escaped, though 
my impressions respecting her, are to 
the contrary, 4¢ 

The next loss we have to record 
is probably familiar to many—il is 
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that of the Hornet, in 1829, then 
attached to the West India squadron, 
under the command of Capt. Otho 
Morris. The Hornet was sent by the 
commodore to cruise off ‘Tampico, 
during the season of the autumnal 
equinox which is known to render 
those seas the most dangerous on the 
globe.. The Hornet’s presence was 
necesary to protect American pro- 
perty, during the riots that attended 
the invasion of Barradas. The day 
before her loss a considerable sum of 
money was received on board, and a 
number of residents visited her on a 
party of pleasure, which was destined 
to haye a fearful termination. The 
weather became threatening and the 
Hornet put to sea, carrying her ill- 
fated guests with her. The prog- 
nostics prove true—the blast came— 
one of the most awful ever known in 
that region of violent convulsions, 
overturning all before it. The vessels 
anchored within the smooth river of 
Tampico, and sheltered by its banks 
were either stranded or overturned ; 
and those lying in the roads without, 
driven to. sea, or foundered at their 
anchors, There was a schooner in 
company with the Hornet, the master 
of which states that with nothing but 
‘his slender masts his vessel was nearly 
blown. over by the hurricane—and 
that a ship with her tall masts, though 
every sail was furled, could never 
have withstood it, As usual rumors 
tell of the shrill pipe of the boatswain’s 
whistle, and the creaking of blocks 
and spars being heard from a neigh- 
boring schooner, above the howling 
of the storm, and a glimpse of a tall 
ship under bare poles scudding before 
it, being revealed by a glance of light- 
ning—and also ofa hat with the name 
of the ship on its ribbon, having been 
picked up at sea. But through the 
twenty years and more that have 
elapsed since the anniversary of the 
battle of Lake Erie, on which she dis- 
fppeared of the thousand floating 
objects that are apt to cast themselves 
loose from a sinking ship, and swim 
upon the surface, not so much as an 
oar or hardspike has ever been found 
to tell the fate which time as surely 
tells. Capt. Norris, the commander, 
bore a high character asa cool and 
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collected officer and seaman ; and his 
1st lieutenant, Daniel H. Mackey, 
left no superior behind him. Picked 
up on the docks at Liverpool by a 
charitable American captain, and 
commencing as a cabin boy in a mer- 
chant ship, he had worked his way 
from the hawse hole aft to the posi- 
tion he held when the sea closed over 
him and his career. 

Nearly ten years after the loss of 
the Hornet, in May, 1829, the pilot 
boat schooner Se 1, commanded 
by passed midshipman J. W. C. Ried, 
and attached to the South Sea Ex- 
ploring squadron, sailed from a little 
harbor near Cape Horn, in company 
with her consort the Flying Fish, 
with the intention of doubling the 
Cape—a terrible storm came on ; the 
Flying Fish regained her harbor, but 
the Sea Gull found a rest only in the 
deep blue waves of that stormy ocean. 
She was never heard of after. It 
may be here remarked that passed 
midshipman Bacon felt a presentiment 
of his fate, even before leaving the 
United States, and was urgent to get 
relieved from his orders, but without 
effect. Her crew consisted of fifteen 
persons. Her officers were passed 
midshipman James W. C. Ried, of 
Florida, acting lieutenant command- 
ing, and passed midshipman Frederick 
A. Bacon, of Connecticut. The Fly- 
ing Fish a smaller schooner, after- 
wards attained the high latitude of 
70 148. (a higher latitude than any 
vessel that had ever preceded her,) 
and completed the circumnavigation 
of the globe. 

Not quite four years after the Sea 
Gull’s disappearance, on the 20th of 
February, 1843, the schooner Gram- 
pus, 10, Lt. A. E. Downes command- 
ing, sailed from Norfolk, with orders 
to cruise in the Gulf Stream for a 
short time, and not to visit any port 
until her return to the place of her 
departure, unless from necessity. 
The captain, purser, and other officers, 
were well known in this vicinity. On 
the 17th of March, she was off the 
bar at Charleston, and her master, 
Mr. Isaac K. You, came up to that 
city and remained until the 25th, with 
his friends who resided there, when 
he returned to the schooner. She 
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had been encountering a series of 
storms, was known to be leaky, and 
is supposed to have foundered in a 
storm that almost immediately suc- 
ceeded his return. One of the latest 
letters received from her, concludes 
thus: “Do not fail to write, so that 
I may receive a letter on our arrival 
at Norfolk. Date your letter April 
1st—not later.” Alas the lines of af- 
fection penned to meet him, was des- 
tined never toreach his hand, or renew 
the home associations of his heart— 
With the Grampus we come to the 
conclusion of our list, though, if we 
mistake not, the Sylph, lost in 1831, 
and perhaps one or two more might 
be adduced to extendit. At this mo- 
ment, perhaps, while the reader is 
quietly perusing these sentences, the 
sea in some parts lashed into fury, is 
engulfing some tempest-tossed marin- 
ers. More than five hundred vessels 
are wrecked and lost yearly, as has 
been ascertained by carefully prepared 
statistics—and of these one-tenth dis- 
appear and Jeave not a trace behind. 
Furthermore, itis stated that “ for 
every 16 sailors who die of disease, 
11 die by drowning orin wrecks.” 
True, indeed, writes the poet: 

“ From out their watery beds, the ocean’s dead, 


Renewed, shall on the unstirring billows stand 
From pole to pole, thick covering all the sea.’ 


o-____. 
INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 
The Rev. Dr. Hawks, of New 
York, lately delivered a lecture before 
the Historical Society of that city, 
when he related the following story, 
among others, illustrative of female 
heroism. “Among those,” he ob- 
served, “who formed a part of the 
settlement during the revolutionary 
struggle, was a poor widow, who, 
having buried her husband, was left 
in poverty, witha task upon her hands 
of rearing three sons; of these, the 
two eldest, ere long, fell in the cause 
of their country, and she struggled 
on with the youngest as best she 
could. After ihe fall of Charleston, 
and the disasterous defeat of Col. 
Buford, of Virginia, by Tarleton, per- 
mission was given to some four or 
five American females to carry ne- 
cessarics and provisions, and ad- 
minister some relief, to the prisoners 
confined on board the prison-ship and 
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inthe jails of Charleston. The widow 
was one of the volunteers on this 
errand of mercy. She was admitted 
within the city, and, braving the hor- 
rors of pestilence, employed herself 
to the extent of her humble means in 
alleviating the deplorable sufferings 
of her countrymen. She knew what 
she had to encounter before she went; 
but, notwithstanding, went bravely 
on. Her message of humanity hav- 
ing been fulfilled, she left Charleston 
on her return ; but, alas! her exposure 
to the pestilential atmosphere she had 
been obliged to breathe, had planted 
in her system the seeds cf fatal dis- 
ease, and ere she reached her home 
she sank under an attack of prison- 


. fever, a brave martyr to the cause of 


humanity and patriotism. That dying 
mother, who now rests inan unknown 
grave, thus left her only son, the sole 
survivor of his family, to the world’s 
charity ; but little did she dream, as 
death closed her eyes, the future of 
that orphan boy.. That son became 
the President. of this free republic ; 
for that widow was the mother of 
Andrew Jackson.” 


THE SCHOOLMASTER ABROAD. 

This phrase originated with Lord 
Brougham, whose eloquence is as no- 
torious as is his eccentricity. In his 
speech on the elevation of Welling- 
ton, “a mere military chieftain,” to 
the premiership, after the death of. 
Canning, Brougham said: 

“ Field Marshal the Duke of Wel- 
lington may take the army—he may 
take the navy—he may take the great 
seal—he may take the miter. I make 
him a present of them all. Let him 
come on with his whole force, sword 
in hand, against the Constitution, and 
the English people will not only beat 
him back, but laugh at his acsaults, 
In other times, the country may have 
heard with dismay that ‘the soldier 
was abroad.’ {t will not be so now. 
Let the soldier be abroad if he will; 
he can donothing in this age. There 
is another personage abroad—a per- 
sonage less imposing—in the eyes of 
some,’ perhaps, insignificant. The 
schoolmaster is abroad; and I trust to 
him, armed with his primer, against 
the soldier in full military array.” 


Orn Vurk, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY, 

A quarter of a century having 
passed since the Am. Sea. Friend 
Society was formed, its 25th Anniver- 
sary was celebrated in the Metropoli- 
tan Hall, New York, on Monday 
evening, May 9th. 

P. Perit, Esq,, the President, in the 
Chair. : 

The exercises were opened with a 
Hymn sung by the congregation, and 
by prayer offered by Rev. J. W. 
Chickering, of Portland, Me. 

An abstract of the Annual Re- 
port was presented by Rev. J. 
Spaulding, one of the Secretaries. 

Its acceptance and publication was 
moved by a practical man, Capt. N, 
Briggs, of Sippican, Mass, 

He was impelled to speak, he said, 
by the deep interest which he felt in 
the operations of the Society. He 
had good reason to feel that interest. 
His father had been a true-hearted 
sailor. His brothers—the only two 
who had arrived at years of maturity, 
—were sailors. He, himself, had 
‘been a sailor for more than: forty 
years, and his three sons were sailors 
also, This was quite sufficient to 
show that he felt a sincere and heart- 
felt interest in anything which pro- 
mised to elevate the condition of sea- 
men, and to place them in the position 
which of right belongs to them. 

In 1824, said he, when but very 
few had thought of it, I had discovered 
that grog was at the bottom of all our 
difficulties at sea, and I abandoned the 


use of it among my sailors. I felt 
convinced that this was the fountain- 
head of the greater part of all the 
degradation, ignorance and brutality, 
with which seamen are so often, and 
not without justice, charged. Since 
that time, I have headed my ship’s 
articles, “no grog,” and have been 
amply repaid for the course I have 
pursued in this respect. When 
Sailors’ Homes originated, and almost 
at the same time, seamen’s churches 
were introduced, I began t» hope that 
there would be a great reformation 
among the sailors, and I still hope a 
great deal from them. I always, 
when it is practicable, ship my men 
from the Sailors’ Homes, and find 
them, generally, more moral, temper- 
ate and subordinate, than any other 
class of seamen; but the * Homes” 
are too often filled with anything but 
seamen, and the churches, I fear, are 
not so well attended as they shonld 
be. The custom of dispensing rations 
of grog should be dispensed with 
allogether. Every man, woman, and 
child, are interested in this subject. 
None are exempt from the fearful 
consequences which it may bring 
upon them, If the world is ever to 
be reformed. it will be by Bible influ- 
ence, and Bible truth, propagated by 
Anglo-Saxon enterprise. Woe be 
unto us if we neglect our part in the 
great work, or refuse to take part in 
this great attempt to overcome the 
powers of darkness, and introduce 
new light where its so much needed. 


Mr. H. Russell’s favorite song,— 
“The Ship. on Fire,” was then sung 
by Mr, M. Colburn, accompanied by 
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ay 


Mr. G. H. Curtis on the Piano with 
» deep effect. It impressively revived 
some of the recent scenes of fire at 
sea. 


Rev. A. 8. Porter, of Williamsburg, 
N.Y., offered a resolution to the effect 
that as the Ocean is to the Narth, so 
are the traversers of the one to the 
inhabitants of the other, with refer- 
ence to the benefits they conferred. 

True benevolence, he said, was as 
wide as the surface of the earth. It 
was the blessed office of the \mer- 
ican Seamen’s Friend - Society to 
preach the word of Life to the wan- 
derers'on the deep. The interests 
of seamen had been greatly overlook- 
ed, and they and their condition called 
for a warm practical sympathy which 
they richly deserved... Whether it 
was that in morals as in nature “ dis- 
tance lent enchantment to the view” 
or not, it was true that in looking at 
distant lands we often overlooked men 
at our very doors who ought to be 
cherished with the warmest sympathy 
—like a zealous philanthropist who. 
when supplicated on behalf of some 
orphan children, replied he had vow- 
ed to supply every child in Africa 
with a flannel shirt during the year, 
and therefore must leave the Orphans 
to take care of themselves, and he 
(Mr. Porter) believed there was too 
much of this sort of phijlanthrophy, 
which overlooked objects near at 
hand; whereas, as Christians we 
‘should neither neglect one nor the 
other. If China or Hindoostan claim 
our assistance, should we overlook 
the claims of those who carried our 
blessings to China and the distant 
{slands of the Pacific? He would 
allude briefly to the nature of our 
obligations to the seamen. It was 
through the daring and energy of a 
seaman that this Continent was first 
brought out to light the world; and 
every mother’s son rejoicing in the 
name of an American was indebted to 
the toils of the seamen. When this 
was complete by the discovery of 
Columbus; and when the fires of 
persecution tracked the Martyrs ; and 
when the saints came to the shores 
of the Old World, they turned for aid 
and rescue to the brawny arms of the 
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Seamen—the men who dared to breast 
the stormy wave. And as Commerce 
spread her wings the country was 
again indebted to the exertions of the 
Seamen for her prosperity; and ifany 
would ask what have the Seamen 
done, we might reply in the words 
used in Saint Paul’s Cathedral with 
reference to the Architect, Sir Chris- 
topher Wren—* Si monumentum 
queris, circumspice”—if you seek a 
monument, look around you. 

This city was the common reser- 
voir for the wealth of every clime, 
brought by the exertions of the sea- 
men; andif the sails flapped listlessly 
and their hands ceased to toil at the 
hard ropes, the prosperity would soon 
pass away from-us. They brought 
the mines of California to our coffers, 
and the products of the earth for the 
benefit of our health and the gratifica- 
tion of our luxuries. They were, if 
he might use the expression, the 
weavers in the great loom of Divine 
Providence. As on the mountain 
wave ships crossed each other’s track, 
they were speeding messengers of 
peace from Jand to land. ‘They not 
only communicated  social-luxuries, 
but were men of peace. But that 
was not all; there had been a time 
when our country was in peril—there 
was a time when the great power 
which slumbers in calm repose— 
Britannia roused itself and threatened 
to crush our rising Republic. Then 
it was from every seaport came the 
venturous privateers in aid of our 
gallant Navy, till Britain, whose boast 
it was that she ruled the waves, struck 
her colors in honor to the gallant 
Navy and the heroic energy of the men 
of the sea. [Cheers.] The Chris- 
tians were indebted further. When 
we sent our missionaries abroad and 
transmitted light to distant lands, 
who were to be the guardians but 
such men as Captain Webber, bold 
and generous—men who love Christ 
and Christian messengers, and feel 
they have no more precious freight 
than men willing to devote themselves 
and their lives to the spiritual advance- 
ment of the Alien and the Heathen, 
When we passed the seaman by, how 
often did we think of him as aman 
not entitled to our sympathy; when 
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we heard the rough word of profanity 
fall we looked with contempt and said, 
“ He is but a common sailor ;’ > but a 
common sailor was a man in whom 
God had ‘planted a Spirit, and general- 
ly aman of generous spirit, willing 
to'sacrifice himself for the benefit. of 
others. Of this we had lately a proof 
in the burning of the Trade Wind— 
when every wreath of smoke was 
the herald of death, and every wave 
warned every occupant of the ill-fated 
ship that two elements were contend- 
ing for their lives, One after another 
did they give themselves up for the 
benefit of others, and plunged into the 
seething hold—an act of heroism 
equal to that of Curtius leaping into 
the yawning gulf—Jones—or any 
other deed we read of in History. 

The Rev. speaker then alluded to 
the valiant volunteers in the search 
after Sir John Franklin, who should 
occupy a bright page in History, an| 
concluded by expressing his sense of 
our obligations and the claims the 
seamen had on our sympathies, 

Rev. A. W. McClure, of Jersey 
City, moved the next resolution, viz: 
that “to Jesus Christ belongs the 
moral dominion of the sea; and this 
is essential for the triumph of the 
gospel and the final triumph of his 
work.” Born inthe city of Boston, 
he had from ‘infancy heard much of 
the sea’ and sailors, his father had 
been one, and had latterly acquired 
his competence by ventures in navi- 

ation, and his three elder brothers 

had also been seamen. In such a 
case as the present, he would follow 
the course of Don Quixote in trusting 
to his Rosinante as to what course he 
would take; and offer a few remarks 

onthe relation of the sea to the land, 
and their respective populations. 
When we look at a map we find con. 
tinents and islands do not rise round 
or leveled, but present every variety 
of hill and dale, mead and highland, 
fit for various purposes, and adapted 
to the multitudinous wants and tastes 
of man. So the sea is not all ocean, 
but presents every variety of gulfs, 
bays and estuaries, ‘The temperature 
of the land was variable, quickly 
heated and cooled, but that of the 
water, the latter being but a poor con- 
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ductor, was much more even, sias toy daianiaesiucid tt) Ueimbeoks <x aacaneeemaciel if 
it were not for this, one-half of the 
earth would be within a frozen zone, 
and the other a Desert Zahara. ~ The 
winds are the great mediator to equal- 
ize the temperature of the land, and 
the water also restored, by vapors, 
solar distillation, and otherwise, the 
moisture which was constantly wast- 
ing, and the loss of which would 
leave the earth in time dry and bar- 
ren, and cause all animal tribes to per- 
ish in anguish, The moral of all this 
interdependence of land and sea is 
that the land is indebted to the sea, as 
the inhabitants of it are to the floating 
population of the sea. It is a liquid 
railroad between nations, having God 
for an Engineer, who leveled “all its 
lines and calculated its radii ; and it 
is always ready to be traveled, save 
when broken up by a storm, and is 
then speedily repaired as good as 
ever. Upon this the sailor travels 
from nation to nation, and if he 
deserts his occupation, all commerce 
must perish, and the great. Yankee 
nation be a .non-existent abstraction. 
He then instanced Russia, which, 
with all her vast territory, was com- 
paratively powerless, not having such 
dominion of the seas. Mr. McClure 
continued his remarks in a humerous 
strain, illustrating by a variety of uni- 
que analogies, the asefulness of the 
seamen, and then concluded with 
some impressive remarks on the ulti- 
mate prevalence of Christianity. 

The Rev. Dr. Wyckoff of Albany, 
in seconding the above resolution said 
he wished rather to be among the 
workers than speakers. He certainly 
thought Commerce would be badly off 
without seamen, as badly as a man 
without a wife. (Langhter,) And _ if 
we had ungodly seamen they must 
be corrupters wherever they went in- 
stead of benefactors. He therefore 
heartily seconded the resolution, as 
he would every effurt which sought 
to elevate the seaman and make him 
all a man as he was all a philan- 
thropist. 


Rev. Mr. Chickering, of Portland, 
offered the following renal ition. which 
was seconded by Rey. Dr. Field, for- 
merly of Stockbridge, Mass., with all 
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his heart, and soul and mind and 
strength, viz: 

“That renewed exertions be recom- 
mended for the abolition of the spirit 
rations in the Navy; as the unbound- 
ed success of the system in the mer- 
cantile marine attests its practica- 
bility.” 

This called up Capt. A. H. Foote 
of U. S. Navy, who said his heart. and 
soul and mind and strength, also were 
enlisted in this cause. 

T have fought against this liquor 
ration for ten years, and I will fight 
against it until the hydra-headed 
monster is destroyed. This is the 
only resolution I would have spoken 
to, Ihave been in command of a 
ship on the coast of Africa, where 
the men voluntarily stopped their 
liquor ration. They were gone two 
years, during which time we boarded 
seventy vessels, and captured two 
slavers, and on that pestilential coast 
never lost a man by sickness. If the 
navy is needed for protection, we 
want sober men in it. Don’t be 
alarmed when you hear that in stop- 
ping the srog in the navy you will 
destroy discipline. If grog can be 
dispensed with in the merchant ser- 
Vice, it can in the navy. If we have 
the encouragement of the govern- 
ment, I will pledge myself when I go 
to sea to sail a ship better without 
grog than with it. In the abolition of 
flogging in the navy, we commenced 
at the wrong end—by abolishing the 
whip and keeping the eause of the 
whip—the grog ration in the navy. 


Rev. Dr. A. D. Smith then offered 


the following resolution, which was- 


unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
society and of seamen, are due to the 
officers of the navy and merchant ser- 
vice, who have by their influence co- 
operated in advancing the moral and 
religious condition of seamen. 

After a doxology and a benediction, 
the meeting adjourned and the Socie- 
ty, being called to order by the Pres- 
ident, elected Trustees for the ensuing 
year. 

The meeting was very numerously 


attended, and among the rest we were 
gralified in seeing both the Naval and 
Mercantile Marine well represented. 
It is hoped. that this meeting will 
much increase the rising tide of inter- 
est in behalf of seamen. 


RIO DE JANEIRO CHAPLAINCY 
January Ist, 1853. 


Dear Brothren: 

A Happy New Year to you, and to 
all the readers of the Magazine! But 
while you are shivering under the 
blasts, and snows, and frosts of a 
northern winter, I look from my 
window and see the mountains of 
this lovely tropic region covered with 
deep foliage and flowers. The val- 
lies are smiling before me in the most 
beautiful verdure, and the glad voice 
of nature comes wafted to my ear in 
the thousand bird-voices carolling 
their hymns of praise to Him who 
crowns the year with goodness. 

Although in a different climate, 
and in a foreign land, my heart this 
day goes home to those who have 
gathered around the hearth-stone and 
are recounting the mercies of God 
which. have been showered upon 
them during the past year, And I 
trust that my little family can look 
back and see where God hath led it 
with goodness and loving kindness 
ever since we bade adieu to our 
native land. We have been kept 
from the “ noisome pestilence,” while 
scores have fallen upon our right 
hand and upon our left. The arrow 
which is now flying at noon-day, has 
thus far spared us and we will bless 
Him for his mercies past, and trust 
Him for those to come.. Though. 


‘“?Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours, 
And ask what report they bore to Heaven, 


yet this communication is intended to 
give you some account of the present. 
In the month of October and a part 
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of November I had no preaching 
upon the water, partly on accout of 
bad weather and partly on account of 
a general debility in my family, doubt- 
less owing to the hot climate. We 
therefore spent four-weeks in the 
mountains, and returned to the city 
invigorated in body, and [I trust, in 
mind. From that time I commenced 
new measures for disseminating the 
truth among our sailors, and new en- 
deavors to induce~ them to attend 
Bethel services. Before the month 
of November I was accustomed to 
announce our meetings. by a written 
notice in places frequented by masters 
of vessels, and although I found many 


captains who informed their crews of } 


it, there were others who, either from 
forgetfulness or indifference, neglect- 
ed it entirely. I-felt that something 
more must be done—so, in addition to 
my shore labors (preaching to a few 
American residents-each Sabbath,) I 
determined, if possible, to visit all the 
American. vessels each week, thus 
announcing my meetings, distributing 
bibles, and Tracts, and visiting the 
sick. : 

“The day that I chose was Friday— 
and now each Friday beholds me 
going over my “parish” in a boat 
rowed by a Madeira-man and a negro, 
who are filled with wonder to see the 
“padre Americano,” under a sun of 
only 90°, climbing the side of every 
vessel from the “ Estados Unidos,” 
The result has been most interesting 
and encouraging. ‘The numbers at 
my meetings have not only been 
swelled by seamen, but by captains. 
When you get the masters out to 
church the men are sure to follow. 

The difficulty attending this visiting 
is from the government, Any person 
visiting a vessel for the shortest pos- 
sible time, must have a permit from 
the master of the harbor, (or rather a 
superior officer having under his 
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supervision the carrying out of all the 
police and port-regulations as applied 
to vessels. In the absence of this, the 
individual placing his foot upon the 
deck of a ship, not “discharged,” is 
liable to a fine of $50, and sometimes 
of imprisonment. Now for me to geta 
separate permit for each of the vessels 
in port would be subjecting me to 
much trouble and expense both of 
money and of time. JI therefore 
through the American Minister (Hon. 
Robert C. Schenck,) who has been 
most kind to our undertaking,asked for 
a general permit not only to go on all 
American vessels, but to distribute re- 
ligious books and to appoint meetings 
upon them. The request ofthe Am- 
erican Minister was not of course offi- 
cial, but private and informal. |The 
permission was granted and your 
Chaplain is probably the only person in 
the harbor, besides the Government 
officials, who can move among the 
shipping with perfect freedom. The 
granting of such a permission in the 
United States might not seem a large 
favor, but here it is truly a great 
privilege. 


Let me give you a few items of 
these visits to those who go down to 
the sea in ships. 


Nov. 26. Made arrangements with 
the Captain of the California-bound 
steamship * Fanny,” to preach on his 
vessel on Sunday morning, This 
steamer sailed from New Orleans in 
April, was detained two months after- 
wards in Savannah, then was driven 
by adverse winds and bad manage- 
ment to the coast of Africa, remained 
a while a Monrovia, and finally 
reached this port in October, without 
money, coals or credit, and with 200 
souls mostly of the working class. 
Here she is to be sold, and the passen- 
gers, most of whom had invested their 
little all in their passage money, are 
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to be turned adrift. Tooka boat and 
went among the shipping. ‘The first 
vessel that I boarded was the barqne 
F. W. Her Captain proved to be Mr. 
D. who was mate ofthe shipin which 
I came to Rio. He was glad to see 
me and gave me much information 
of the “ Rebecca’s” former crew. In 
the forecastle found James ; a young 
man from the barque Provinces of 
Spain who also came out with us to 
Rio. It is his intention to prepare 
himself to be thoroughly competent to 
command a vessel. He is sober, 
steady and studious. He had kindly 
theught of me and brought me a pack- 
age of New York newspapers. I dis- 
tributed tracts ‘fore’ and ‘ aft’ and ad- 
dressed a few words to a lad about to 
be sent to the hospital. These re- 
marks were made in the hearing of the 
others and were intended for them as 
well as for him who may never re- 
turn from that place where so many 
poor mariners pass from time to eter- 
nity. 

Visited afterwards some seventeen 
more vessels. Was received by all 
with great respect and kindness. 
They all seemed either eager or dis- 
posed to receive tracts. Find many 
Norwegians and Swedes in our com- 
mercial marine. On the C. W. found 
a pious black man, Aboard the G. 
J. a fine looking fellow was the only 
one throughout my visiting who ad- 
dressed me language—which, though 
respectful to me—was wanting in 
veneration for the holy and responsible 
office which I endeavor to fill. But 
it was evident that it was more for the 
purpose of saying something smart 
on his part, than from any bad inten- 
tion. Found two more on the sick 
list, and hear of several in the Hos- 
pital. 

_ After visiting all the vessels in the 


“ discharging ground,” I went to the | 
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Prainha to see young. Mr. P., who in 
the month of August was very near 
the gate of death. His mind was 
most seriously aroused, Then the 
concerns of his soul chiefly occupied 
his mind, and he semed truly to desire 
to know the way of salvation. At 
that time I prayed with him and.he 
wept like a child. Oh, that those 
convictions may be quickened into 
knowledge and conversion! He was 
still pale and thin, and had not yet 
fully recovered. I conversed but 
little with him as. we were where they 
understood English. . I, however, en- 
deavored to Jet him know. that I had 
not forgotten his case, and that I felt 
a great interestin him.. Home. Then 
out to dine with Mr. S. an American 
resident merchant, who has shown 
me and my cause constant kindness. 
Here had the pleasure of meeting our 
Minister, Commodore Mclver and 
Capt. Pierson of the U. S. frigate 
“Congress.” In the evening the 
good Commodore, who is the great 
champion for the abolition of the ash, 
gave me many interesting facts in re- 
ference to the Government of men- 
of-war sailors. I shall not soon for- 
get our conversation while looking 
out upon the beautiful moonlit bay of 
Botafogo,* which in gracefulness is 
not surpassed by the far-famed bay of 
Naples. 


ONE OF OUR COMMODORES ON 
THE ABOLITION OF THE LASH. 


The Commodore is perfectly con- 
vinced, after 40 years service, that 
the law of kindness is the best, and 
he is perfectly sure that however bad 
the material in our mercanti'e marine 
may be, it can be trained and discip- 
lined according to that law. It was tru- 
ly a noble sight to look at the crew of 


*Botafogo is a suburb of Rio-de-Janeiro, 
situated upon an almost circular sheet of water 
shooting off from the main bay, and surrounded 
by most lovely scenery, 
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the “Congress,” consisting of some 
500 men, and to witness their perfect 
good order and discipline. There is 
no flogging; and the advocates of the 
lash are compelled to admit that men 
¢an be governed with perfect proprie- 
ty and order without it. The Com- 
modore has long been an advocate for 
the side which is now uppermost. 
When he was a Captain, commanding 
one of our national vessels, he ordered 
a man to be untied who was about to 
be flogged for his besetting sin, drunk- 
erness. He said to him, “ Watson, I 
will flog you no more.” He (W.) be- 
came steadier, and a few years after- 
wards, when the Captain had become 
Commodore, he visited ‘one of our 
ships in the South Atlantic, and 
while walking the deck, the quar- 
ter-master came and respectfully ad- 
dressed him and asked, “ Commodore 
do you not remember me—Watson, 
Sir?” “ Are you the man,” the Com- 
modore replied, “ whom I saved from 
being flogged?” “ Yes Sir,” respond- 
ed the quarter-master, with a tear glis- 
tening in each eye— and you made 
a man of me, Sir.” 


THE CHAPLAIN OF THE FRIGATE 
CONGRESS, 


January 13. I must not omit to men- 
tion here the labors of the Rev, Charles 
N. Stewart, the worthy Chaplain of 
the “Congress.” Although there 
cannot be mentioned many conver- 
sions, yet the general moral influence 
shed by the preached word and by the 
evening prayer hus been most salutary 
and beneficial. I had the pleasure of 
preaching twice on this noble ship, 
and the orderly conduct, solemnity 
and fixed attention among the men, 
were in strong contrast with that 
which I observed aboard several oth- 
er of our national vessels, which 
were not privileged to have the gos- 
pel messenger. The institution of 
the evening prayer in our navy ori- 
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ginated with Mr. Stewart, and on 
one occasion in the Mediterranean it 
led to the conversion of a talented 
young Englishman who was tempo- 
rarily aboard one of our Men-of-War. 
The Hon. R. C. Schenck, who has 
been two voyages in the “ Congress” 
informed me that he never saw any- 
thing more impressive at sea than the 
sight of all on deck at suns*t—with 
uncoveied heads listening to the peti- 
tions ascending the throne of grace. 


PREACHING IN THE TROPICS. 
YELLOW FEVER. 


But to return to my journal. 

Nov. 28, Sunday. This day preach- 
ed aboard the “ Fanny,” the thermom- 
eter being 100° Fahrenheit. Had 
a large audience. Preached from I 
Peter, 4th, 18th. My congregation 
was most attentive. I feel a solemn 
responsibility in unfolding the word of 
truth to those who flock to the float- 
ing Bethels which I appoint each 
Sabbath. Those that I preach to to- 
day I shall never see together again. 
Each Sabbath I address them as if 
God will call some of them away dur- 
ring the next week. This has been 
literally true each week. For many 
whom I conversed with and to whom 
I gave tracts on Friday, and to whom 
I preached on the Sabbath have been 
seized with the Yellow Fever and 
have died. Yesterday January 12, 
1 buried a mate—a nature’s noble- 
man, who five days before was well. 
On Friday last I. prayed with a Nor- 
wegian sailor, just in the first stages 
of the disease, his companions joining 
with me and weeping—and now I 
learn that one of these very compan- 
ions has just been hurried to the fever 
hospital. Every day I hearand know 
of the death of those whom I have 
visited and to whom IT have given 
tracts. The Yellow Fever has set in 
two raonths earlier, and, it seems to 
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me with twice the fatality of last year. 
Some vessels have been nearly un- 
manned, Often now days is the fore- 
castle a place of prayer where J lift 
up the petition for the poor sailor. I 
shall never forget the expression of a 
bright Swedish boy, only 14:or 15 
years old, who was writhing under a 
burning fever. He clasped his hands 
while I prayed, and he had a Heaven- 
ly expression when: [ talked to him 
about Jesus. I was not with him when 
he breathed his last, but one of his 
shipmates, told me that he was con- 
stantly in prayer. But how terrible 
a thing to put off preparation for 
death until disease shall take hold of 
us. “Life is the time to serve the 
Lord.” After the sermon there was 
a large collection of passengers and 
sailors around my temporary pulpit 
seeking with eagerness tracts and Bi- 
bles. 

VISITING A MARINE PARISH. 

Friday, Dec. 3. I am very rich. 
I have just received a large case of 
Bibles and Tracts and I only wish that 
Thad ten times as many. Again I 
made arrangements for preaching on 
the “Fanny” next Sabbath. While 
giving the notice of the service and 
mentioning the time, half-past 10 A. 
M. to a number of Captains, an old 
Captain, not hearing verv distinctly, 
and thinking that I was announcing 
some worldly business, asked “ what 
is it? an Auction? “ Yes sir,” I re- 
plied, “a divine auction, where the 
waters of everlasting life are sold. 
“ Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy and eat; yea 
come buy wine and milk without 
money, and without price.” He 
said that he should be glad to 
come up and hear me on the Sab- 
bath. Visited more vessels than 
usual. Endeavored to comfort the 
sick and point them to Jesus. Gave 


tracts and exhorted the sailors toccme 
to hear the Gospel. 


CAPTAINS WIVES. 


I often meet Captains with their 
families, making their houses of their 
gallant barks. To-day visited such 
a Captain. A good influence is over 
him. Some Captains as well as sail- 
ors are apt to go to grog-shops, though 
there may be a distinction it gen- 
tility of the two classes of “ hells” thus 
frequented. I have generally found 
that where a Captain had his wife and 
children with him, he did not spend 
too much of his time ashore while 
his mates and men were discharging, 


‘or taking in cargo, but would be 


aboard and superintending the affairs 
of the vessel. I believe it would be 
much better for our commercial 
marine,for good morals and for religion , 
if captain’s wives would go abroad 
and live with their husbands upon the 
“wide waste of waters.” 

The captain tou whom I last referred 
had just been “training” his men 
for dis-obeying orders. They went 
ashore without permission, got drunk 
and per consequence were put in irons. 
It seems no easy thing for captains 
and men to get along well together. 
The kindest treatment on the part of 
the captain is often met with ingra- 
titude ; and on the other hand I think 
that any cool and impartial observer 
will say that many masters are over- 
bearing and never think of the law of 
kindness. - Leaving the cabin I went 
forward, where.J met the men at their 
dinner. I told them that I had brought 
them food for their minds and souls. 
I gave them some tracts and I never 
have been more gratefully received, 
nor more kindly thanked than by that 
crew for my attention toward them, 
They were still feeling discipline, for 
one of them remarked that the “ Skip- 
per ought to have many tracts given 
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course of Californians and captains 
te present, and I had an opportu- 
nity of speaking the truth as it isin 
Christ Jesus, and extolling beyond 
eyery earthly boon that religion, which 
can give peace and comfort in this 
§ world, and ensure a world of bliss 
beyond the grave. This California 
ship was certainly in great want of 
the preached gospel, and I think in 
some things there was more immor- 
ality than I ever knew on board any 
other vessel that sailed from a Chris- 
tian land. How often are men prone 
to forget that God is over the mighty 
deep as well as upon the land. 

On board a brig found the steward 
who came out in the same ship which 
bore me tothese shores. Poor fellow ! 
he has a good heart, but he is as un- 
stable as water. Strong drink is his 
curse. He has not seen his mother 
for years, but the thought of that moth- 
er follows him every where. May God 
in his mercy make her prayers the 
means of bringing her wandering boy 
to the home of eternal rest. 


tohim.” “ Yes,” added another “ they 
need them more aft than fore.” I 
replied, “ they will do good both * fore’ 
and ‘ aft.’” - They not only thanked 
me for the tracts, but promised also 
to attend Bethel service on the Sab- 
both, 

Then visited many vessels, Ona 
newly arrived Barque partook of din- 
ner with three captains, who seem 
enlightened men and who highly ap- 
prove of the Bethel cause. One of 
them has a good deal of tract-know- 
ledge. Went ‘fore’ and distributed 
the little gospel messengers and was 
kindly received.. Offered, one to the 
Steward who. was in a passion.be- 
cause he had broken something in his 
department. He positively refused 
the tract and used very profane lan- 
guage though not towards me. I 

_wished to give him the “ Swearer’s 
prayer.” but the good tract—Captain 
(who talked much about the Shep- 
herd of Salisbury plain) thought that 
it would only tend to irritate him still 
more, and suggested some one which 
should set forth the love of God &e. 
I followed his suggestion. 

On the barque W. found a pious 
black Cook. I clasped his hand as 
that ofa brother. I spoke to him of 
the excellency of religion.” ‘ Yes,” 
he replied, “ we are nothing of our- 
selves and without Christ we are 
worse than nothing.” 

Occasionally I distributed tracts in 
Portuguese to the Custom-House offi- 
cers and to Portuguese sailors. 


PROSPECTS. VISITING THE SIOK. 
ENCOURAGEMENT, 


My services are now guile. well 
attended and Captains are beginning 
to take I trust a greater interest in our 
Bethel cause. Their numbers are 
increasing. Some who have been 
here for weeks and months are as re- 
gulary found in their places as the 
steady go-to-meeting people at home. 
1 have met, too, witha number, of 
pious captains, and it does one good 
to see them coming upto the place of 
Worship with their cleanly dressed 
crews. ‘The yellow fever has been 
and still is quite fatal. And some days 
in praying for and with the sick and 

ae I made many a shipa floatiag 
Bethel. May the pestilence soon be 
_ stayed by him who ruleth all things. 
God is giving me favor in the eyes of 


THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF A 
CALIFORNIAN« 


Visited the a California pas. 
senger ship which is in this harbor 
for the second time on account of 
d'saster. In the month of August I 
buried a passenger from this vessel. 
He died of the consumption, in the 
triumph of faith, An immense con- 
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the masters, and may I use it to his. PRESIDENT, 
glory. Capt. Danter Tracy. 
Feb. 26. I must bring this long let- VICE-PRESIDENTS 


ter to a close; but before doing so, 
let me say that, the fever is still cut- 
ting down many a stalwart son of the 
ocean ; and though the proportion of 
mortality is very small, as compared 
with the vast population of this city, 
yet it is very great when compared 
with the number of foreign sailors in 
port. I have removed my little fami- 
ly to the mountains, ‘but my services 
and visits are not discontinued. Some 
few die in hope, we trust, but the un- 
preparedness of the many shows to 
me the greater need of religious ef- 
fort among seamen. 1 have to record 
the goodness of God, last week, in 
bringing from death unto life the son 
of the captain of the Boston bark S. 
Oh! the depth of the riches of that 
grace which can change the heart— 
which takes away despair, and fills 
the mind with peace and joy in believ- 
ing, The particulars of this conver- 
sion I will give in my next communi- 
cation. And Jet us thank Godand 
take courage; and let all the friends 
of the good cause do the same, when 
we see that in Rio, he hath made use 
of this very Bethel cause in more in- 
stances than one, to give that hope 
which fadeth not away—which mak- 
eth men wise unto salvation, 


Yours in Christian bonds, 


JAS. C. FLETCHER, 
Am. Seamen’s Chaplain. 


MARINE TRMPERANCE SOCIETY 
OF THE PORT OF NEW YORK. 


At the Twentieth Annual Meeting 
of this Society, held at the Mariner’s 
Church, Roosevelt Street, on Tues- 
day evening, May 2d, 1853, the fol- 
lowing Officers were elected for the 
year ensuing :— 


Capt. Epwarp Ricnarpson, 
Capt. A. W. We xpen, 
Tuomas WARDLE, Esq., 

_ Capt. James Hart, 
Samvet Browy, Esq. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Rev. Henry.Cuase. 


RECORDING SECR! 
L. P. Huszsarp, 


DIRECTORS, 


Capt. Morris Osborn, Alfred Shadbolt, 
James Dickinson, Hugh Aikman, 
Capt. H. A. Curtis, H. C. Colby, 

Chas, M. Anderson, C. W. Lloyd, 
Lebbeus Chapman, Wm. D. Harris, 
Dr. D. M. Reese, Peter Augustus, 
*C.V. Rivenburgh, Obadiah Allbee, 


PEE WORLD. 


The world is a sea, and life and 
death are its ebbing and flowing. 
Wass are the storms whivh agitate 
and toss it into fury and faction. 
The tongues of its enraged inhabi- 
tants are then as the noise of many 
waters. Peace is the calm which 
succeeds the tempest, and hushes the 
billows of interest and passion to rest. 
Prosperity is the sun whose beams 
produce plenty and comfort.—Adver- 
sity is a potentious cloud impregnated 
with discontent, and often bursts into 
a torrent of desolation and destruc- 
tion, 


“e 


=e 


Upon the Church there never yet 
fell a tempestuous storm, the vapours 
whereof were not first noted to rise 
from coldness in affection, and from 
backwardness in duties of service to- 
wards God.— Hooker. 


er 
THE MAINE LIQUOR LAW. 


- This famous law, as we learn from 


’ good authority, is not only well ob- 


served in Maine, but is rapidly grow- 


. ing into favor with all classes. 


. > 
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SAILOR’S a 


* 
iw . 


Arrount of Moneys. 


From April 15th, to May 15th, 1853. 
Directors for Life by the Payment 


of Fifty Dollars. 
Rev. R. M, Chipman, by Third 
Congl. Soc’y Guilford Ct. 
(in part) 


« of Twenty Dollars. 
iss Mary E. Meigs, by Yo’ng 
pone Soc’y, Ma- 


by Congl 
ape 
Rev. J. Pinions Hovey,N. Y. 
by Eleventh Pres. Church 
and Miniature Bethel N. Y. 
Rev. Jonathan Hovey do do. 
Edward Huntington by his 
Grand Mother Mrs. ‘Mary 


= 


~ Hon, J. F. Randolph, Trenton, 
Ned. 

Charles F. Loomis, by Ladies 
Seamen’s Friend Society, 
Suffield, Ct. 

Rev. P. K. Clark, by Cong’l 
Soc’y, Hinsdale, Mss. 

Deacon GeorgeW. McElwain, 
do do do. 

Deacon Edward T. Nash, do 
do do. 

Lemuel Parsons, do do do. 

Hey. e M. R. Eaton, by Cong. 

, Henniker, N. H. 
Hh T. H. Taylor, by 
Cong'l Chand Soc’y, Fran- 
} cistown, N. H. 
Issacher Dodge, do do 
Amos Fiint, do do 
Moses Fisher,’ do do 
Rev. David Cushman, 
Friends in Newcastle, 
Bremen, Me. (in part.) 
Rev. Edward Buxton, by 
ate Parish Boscawen, N. 


Donations. 
Feo Rev. A. B. Foster, Pet- 
ersham, Mss. 
“ Pres. Church, Green- 
wich, N. J. 
“ An Old Sailor, N. Y. 
“ Members of Reformed 
Dutch Church New 


7" N. Y. 


Huntington of Lebanon, Ct. | 


13 


23 


23 
23 


22 


20 


- 20 
» 20 


20 


10 


20 


oo 


ore 


23 


00.2 4 
Members for Life, by the Payment eal 


* Comodore C. K. Strib- 
ling, U. S. N. Annapo- . 


oy 
ae 


lis, Md. 15 00 
Cong’l Soc’y, Plainville, 
ieee i Cb: 13° 00 
$ € A Friend in Plucker- ~ 
tin, “100 
Pilgrim Church, Brook- 
lyn, \N. Y. sen ¢° 
subscriptions. 338.64 


“ Cong’! Soc’y, Saybrook, 
Ct. 24 


““ Cong’l Soc’y, West 
Granville, Mss: 12°00 

“ First Cong'l Society, 
Lyme, Ct. _» 84 00 

“ ‘First Pres. Church, 
_, Newark, N. J. 113 25 

«Boston Seam’s Friend 


Soc’y. 625 00 
* Anson G. Phelps, Jr., 

New York for repairs 

and furnishing Sailors 


Home. 100 00 
«I, C. Whitmore, "N.Y. !25 00 
* Cong’l Soc’y, Lenox, 

Mss. (balance.) 4-00 


* ~— Cong’! Soc’y, West Con- 


cord, 10 00 
«Rev. James Bradford, 
Sheffield, Mss. “00 
_ © Sharon, Ct. Sighs | 75 
~ © Rey. C. L.: Van Dy 
* Marbletown, N. y. 00 
o« Rey. S. Bryant, W: i. 
Stockbridge, Mss. 1 00 
** First Cong’! Soc’y Guil- 
ford, Ct. 00 
“ Ref. Dutch Ch, Graves- 
end, N 20 00 
“ Chester, N, H. 8 58 
® Meth. Epis. Ch, Hen- 
niker, N. Y. ~ 372 
_* Mrs. 8, Stickney,Water- 
town, Mss., 1 Bible, 
6 Testaments. 
“ Female Seam. Frd, Soc. 
of West Parish North- 
~_ ampton, Mss. 37 84 
$1,874 50 
e Legacies. 
Trio Abraham Harrison, of 
Orange, N, J. 10 00 


Sailor’s Home New York. 


Bethesda Juvenile Ben. Soc’y, _~ 
Reading, Mss,, 2 quilts and 3 00 


